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The VLASOV Movement 1940-45 50X1-HUM

e Its Origins

The formation of a Russian national anti-Communist movement with the
macleus of an administration, with armed foroes and with cleborate apparatus
for propaganda and ideological discussion, as we know it in the later
stages of the last war, was not the rosult of a planned action of a single
mind and will. It cmerged as the result of circunstances which none of the
protagonists had clearly forcseen or cxpected a fow weeks befoce and it is
this featurc of it which makes it particularly interesting. It should not
be regarded as a planned action of the German High Command, nor as one
forced upon thom by some Russian groups which at a later date played an
important part in the movement. .

Two days before the outbreak of the German~Soviet war Rosenberg made
a specch to "those most closely connected with the Eastern problem" in which
he laid dovm the princinles of Germen policy towards Russla as well as the
general lines on which he intendced to carry out the mandate given him by
the Tthrer for the administration of the Eastern area. '"There is no doubt,"
he says, "that we are faced by two strongly oprosed conceptions of the East:
the comnon one and the onc which I believe we should follow"s The common
one amounted to a will to fight the war against the Red Army to a victorious
end and then rostore the Russian realm under German leadership and with
German assistonce so that its natural resources would be subordinated to the
Germon policy of worldd hegemony., This idea Roscnberg rejected completely.
"The call of the Eagt", the fascination which Rosenberg himsclf admitted to
hove epericnced, appoared to him a danger for the future relations betwsen
Ruzsia and a victorious Gormany. Those Germans who would go as orgeniscrs,
adviscrs, controllers and administrators to Russia, would necessarily succumb
to the danger of the Magic of tho East; +they would be fascinated by the
magnitude of the opvortunitics which the activity in tho East opened to them,
they would (probably thomsclves and in any casc their children) become attached
to the Rast and in fifty yeers Germany would be faced with thc same problem
with which it was thon at grips, tho solo difference being that under Germon
leadorship Russia would have become an oven more formidable and cfficicnt
adversary. This is why Roscnberg decided to abandon the traditional Germon
attitude towards Russia and mplace it by o policy of "“dismemberment of the
Russian realm" bascd on the fulfiliment of the aspirations of Greater Finland,
of a Baltic ruled by the Germans, championing the causc of Ukrainion separatists
and of the separatists of the Caucasian nations ond tribes. What would remain
of Russio proper would then suffer an enomnous lowering in its standord of lifs
probably combincd with a very considerable decrease in population. This "hard
decision had however to be taken and appearced to Roscnberg to be idcologically
justificd in view of the racial inferiority of the Russian, who in spitc of his
charm, intelligonce and artistic inclination, lackalin his character the very
substance which would make him the oqual of the civilized western man.

Tt would be interesting to know to whom actually the speech of the 20th
June, 1941 was addrossod and whe gthe "engate beteiligto am Ostproblgm" WEXGe
The principles and motives of which Roscnborg's spcech gave a 2lear 16.0; .
remained, however, concealed from persons in very high positiona,n.;spcclally in
v the army, to whan the occupation of Russia was entrusted in the first place.
Strik-3trikfoldt mentioned thot noither Ficldmarshal Bock, with wlf'xom he was
. working in close collaboration, nor oven von Brauchitch, had any 1&0&_1 gf.vfnat
& was plommed for Russia. The Flthrer's speuch at the outbreak of hostilitice
gtatud vagucly that tho strugpgle was not against the Russie?n pt:;ople, hut
against tho Comnmunist rogime; but it did not givo any intimation of what was
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in store for the popyintl Ufﬁ%?fu occuulud torritorics. Von Bock asksd Strike-
Strikfoldt a fow weokRdsa¥fer the invasion of Russia %o €0 to Berlin and find
out in the Ostministerium what wos going to happen, but Strik-Strikfeldt

was not able to got caplote clacity chout the intorfions of the Ostministerium,
in spite of his connections, and wos told that this would cmerge naturally when
the admirstration of the Reichckommissfre would be finally set upe

1845450

The reasons for kecping Roscnberg's mastor plan secret arc obvious: he
did not wont to jeopardize the military cffort of the German army by stiffening
the resistance of the cnemy and playing into the honds of the newly inaugurated
patriotic propagenda from Moscow. He also possibly did not went to undermine
the morale of German officers who werc not in sympathy with the Naai Welt-
anschauong and might have scruples about serving as instruments of a policy
which was contrary to their conscicnee and to their aspirations bascd on the
"¢all of the East", the power of which was so well known to Roscnberg. The
offect of this scercey concerning the ultimate wor aims in the East was that
the Germon officers were left to improvise a policy of their own, largely based
on the antiquated conception denounced by Rosenberge In this spirit they
began sctting wpamilitary adminstration and meking declarations to the
bewildercd population of the occupied territorics, who avproached them with
the quostion: "What is going to bocome of us?"

In order to undorstand the bewilderment of the population in the
suacr of 1941 one should bear in mind that the wnr came to them as a complete
surprisc. The Soviet pivss and radio provagenda sinco the autumn of 1939 had
beon cxplaining to the people that the Soviet Union had nothing whatever to do
with the "sccond imporialist war". Criticism of countrics under a Nazi or
Fascist regime was cxpromely rostrained and the pleturc given of these
comtrics wns not o shado darker than that of tho romaining "eapitalist world"
in which the freedom-loving, toiling masscs were opprosscd. It was genecrally
kmowmn and widely broadeast that, if a war was going to be fought, it would be
fought victoriously "on the cnomy's territory. It wos belicved that tho
Gerinans had their hands full in the West. This bolicf was confirmed by the
success of Soviet diplonmotic action which led to a considerable aggrandizencnt:
of the Union in 1939 and 1940 vithout bloodshed or sacrificecs, if one discounts
the Sovict-Finnish ware. The broadeast of Molotov's speech, which announced
the outbruok of hostilitics, did little to allay the shock cffect of the invasion
and there was no authoritative stotoment until the 3rd July (thc first spcecch
by Staliny by which time large portions of the Soviet Union wore occupicd by
the Gemans. The prevailing mood of the population in the Western strip of the
Union which had boen occunicd by the Red Amy in 1939-40, was that ot last the
ghortlived reign of tervor had cnded. Further cast,the people met the Germans
with an open mind, believing that now that the Comaunist stage in the history
of Russio had come to an end, terms rmust be found for a modus vivendi with
the new militory nmastors. There is ample cvidence that inside the Union the
prevailing nood was that whatcver might hapoon, "this is going to be the ond
of the prescnt regime, at Joast in the form we know it". Peovle in the
oceupiod torritorics accepted the change as an unforcscen cataclysm aftor
which life had to be organised in o new way. In what way,they had in the great
majority no inkling, bocausc they never cxpeeted the change to cone so suddenly
and had no opvortunity to discuss what the order of things,which they would
profor to life in the Soviet Union sshould bes It took thom quite a time to
realize that the invader had nads no statument of fubture policy which might
become the objoct of discussion, acceptance or rejectiom. They were rcady
to belicve any statement made by the local German of ficer in comand and to
cooperate with him, provided he showed a human ond understanding attitude.

They imcdiately came out with a number of off'ers rclating to the
administration of their district, putting forvard their requests and demends
and offering their scrvices to sccure order, tronsport cnd public services.
These offurs naturally reflected the aspirations of various types of Soviet
peovle and cveryone was cager to be the first to put his vicw forward to the
Gormans and get their supnort for the linc of policy which he advocated.

Some of this rivalry wog bitter ond might scem surprising to anybody who
believes that the population of the Soviet Union has been ground dovm by 30
/ychrs of the
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yoars of the Sovict regine to a homogoneous mass. This is by no means true,
a8 is shown by the wide divergunce of political views which waacrged as soon as
a froc discussion of political mattors was started. The only comon denomi-
nator was a general onti-Communist attitude which manifested itsclf in this
great "all-national discussion which took place in every peasant hut which
had been liberated from the Sovicts in every village, town, Ostarbeitcr camp,
volunteer or partisan detachment, cverywhere that the Soviet citizens of
yesterday found themselvcs together". (Draft of the programme of SBONR. Borba.,
6e7+49¢) In this situntion the Germen army and the administration which
followed it found no difficulty in rceruiting the necessary numbers of police,
municipal workers, burgomcisters and so on s Whom thoy tried to control through
tho intormediary of Russian emigres, cnrolled as interpretors and linison agents.
It took the population only a fow wocks » however, to realise that the now
situation left no scope for ony political activity of theirs, nor for the ful-
filment of cven the most modest of thoir aspirations. The tactlessness and
stupidity of the Reichskommissars! administration, the wanton and advertised
cruelty with which the hardest decisions mado in Berlin conccrning the requisi-
tion of food supplics, labour, deportation of labour to the Rgich, exterminae
tion of Joews, and so on, worc carriud out, was fully exposed and deplorcd by
the Germans thomselves. Therc is no neecssity to dwell a this point here.
Coovcration with the Germons wns very soon transformed into a kind of systeme
atic double-crossing. The Russians who approached the Germans trying to
influence their policy locally, soon luarned that the only arguncnt which
would be considered was that of political cxpediency on a small scalc. In
order to satisfy any immediate nced of +the population, or to prevent the
carrying out of mensurwswhich meant groat hardship and actual extornination to
the poople, one had to arguc that this would be the casicr, simpler and
cheaper way to satisfy the German demonds. Professor Grimm, who becamc a
close colluborator of Archbishop Sergius in Riga immediately after the ontry
of the Germans, has given a vivid picturc of this technique. His special
intercst was in sceuring religious services in the orthodox comrmumities in
the arca of the thres Baltic Stotes ag woll as in the Pskov district. The
resumption of public worship in places whore it had been abandoned for years
was originally one of the most cherishod rnanifcstations of liberty from Soviet
control. People who had little knowledge of the elements of the Christion faith,
did not know any prayers end had never read the Gospel, insisted on having
churches and getting the sacraments performed as a kind of restitution of
thelr status as persons with a freo conscicnce. This » Of course, was not the
way things could be put to the Gemaans. But a few wecks of practical cxper-
ience persuaded them that the prescnce of a priocst and the intercst in the
restoration of church life would favourably affect the morale of the popu-
lation and that much could be wan in this way. The same applied to the woy
in which, in spite of original opposition, the Ostministorium was finally
porsuaded to dissolve the collective farms and introduce private owncrship
of the lond by the pcasants.

Under thosc clrcumstences the population soon understood that no improves=
ment of their situation would be possible during the war and without the
interfercnce of a strong political force which would countcr-balance and
opposc the arbitrary rule of the Reichskommissars! administretion and the
S.D. This drove the politically-conscious cloments in the population towards
the German army. As  soldiem of the Germen axmy or cven of the Waffen S.S.
they werc to a certain extent proteeted from being treated as 'Untermensch!,
Ag comnandors of detoachments of Russian voluntoors porforming polico dutics,
rounding up detachments of the Rud Arnmy which wore cut off by the swift advance
of the Germans ond roamed the forecsts, and rendering other secrvices, officcrs
werc in a pesition to protect villages from scnscless punitive oxpeditions
end the arbitrarincss of the local German Cormissars. The Koch administration
complained bitterly of being impeded in its policy of ruthless oxploitation by
such voluntecr detachments. The army which had no elcar idea of Roscnberg! s
intention had no scruples in accepting tho scrvices of cnergetic Russians
who voluntuered cither individually or collectively and worc placed undor the
comiand of the respoctive Army Groups. A mumber of such individual actions
in the formation of Russion volunteer detachmunts by various Amy Groups have

been reporteds The officors of the Gorman army who took such action werc
/vwiell informed
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well informed of the national and political aspirntions of their detach-
ments.  They knew, or soon learncd, that thesc agpirations were incompatible
with the line¢ which the Party took, but for various rcagonsg, military oxpe-
diency or political sympathy, they .tried to kecp their action quict, camou=
flaging these de’caohnonts as auxiliary groups and using the cxpedicney argu-
ment when they were found outs Such dctachmenf,‘s werec usually not larger chan
fbatbnlion; occasionally they reached the strength of a rogiment. In
certain German dotachments the porcontage of former Sovict eitizons reached
50%.  (Soteialistichecky Vestmik - Decomber 1944).

The German officcers who woere cngaged in forming those detachments belonged
to a cortain type which iz choracteristic of the dissident German in the last
ware Mony of thom were elosely connected with the circles which took part in
the conapiracy of 20th July, 19%4. There has beon an attompt made Wy Kexld
Michel to cxplain the whole formation of the Russion voluntcer detachments
as o kind of sideshow of the Groat Stauffoenberg Plan for the overthrow of
Hl“blbr and Stalin and the cstablishment of a democratic world govermment. It
has boun laid dovm in a book "Ost und West, der Ruf Stauffenbergs" (Thomag-
Vorl ag Zurich, 1947) The book is not rcllablo ~g a sourcce and has becn much
attacked in thu Gorman press os woll as by former Viasovites. Therc is no
documentory support for the vicw Michel puts for'mrd, but it is beyond doubt
that much wag done by dissident Germnn officers in winning the confidence of
those Russions who decided to join the Gorman army in spite of the policy
pursucd by the occupation authoriticse Many of these were of Baltic extroc-
tion wmu,l:x.ke Generals Kbstring and Aschenbremncr, kgw Russia in onc capacity
or 'w.nothc,r in the ycors between the wars. They were all frco of the
'Untormongch! paychosis which made any personal contoct impossible and they
wore thorefore looked upon by the men as their fathorly coumanders. In their
; rolotione # the Russion officors whom they cmployed there was alwoys a silent
: understanding that after tho overthrow of St’xl:m, tho ond would como of the
' inhumon and anti-Christian Nazi plans for Russia. ‘

+viith :
tne of tho outstoanding figurvs conncected with tho formation of these
Russion dotachments wos Captain W.K. Strik-Strikfeldt (sco noto on his Bio=
graphy) » At the boginning of the Russian compaign ho was asked by Field-

n‘mruhf).l Bock, with whose brother he was on tcrms of close fricndship, to
investigato the psychology and politicel moods of tho population of tho
occupiod torritoricse Ho was glven covery facility and proteetion against
intorfercnco froan Papdy quarters in his widespread travels. Knowing nothing
" of the gencral lines acesptoed by Hitler he cncouraged the formation of Russion
local administration wherever he went ond in Septombor 1941 ho organised some-
thing of a provisional Russien government (in Smolensk)e He presentoed the
plan for the work of this governmont to Ficldmarshals Bock and Brauchitch and
to the Ostministeriun for approval by Hitler and waited for a favourable
enswor. He claimed to have the full support of the Generalss. When the reply
finally come, it mercly said that therc would be no cnswors Strik-Strikfcldt
was not dilgcouraged and ho proscnted Brauchiteh . in 1941 with a memorandum in
which he argucd that the wor could only be won with the support of all Russion
anti~commmist forccs which should be allowed to orpanisce themsclves into an
allicd Russion ammy.  This momorandurm, the text of which it would bBoe intorost-
ing to see, Brauchitch . ordercd to he worked out immcdiately and in his
aawment said:  "Kann Kriegsentscheideond werdon" (Strik-Strikfeldt).
Brauchiteh' was however disnisscd only a fow days loter and there could be no
question of pursuing such a bold linc under Hitler. But here agiin Strik-
 Strikfcldt did not give ine  With Keitel's permission he attempted the orge-
nisation of a Russian army rcerultcd nainly fran prisoncrs of war in Ossinovka.
It was planmed %o onrol something like 50 = 80,000 men under the comnend of
& Russion cmigre Coloncl with democratic leanings who had been living in
Gormany and working as a drivere Tho oxmy was dressed in Soviet wniforms ¢
with special badges, ond was supposed to become an indepcndent it of the
Russion National Pcoples Army, in the framework of the Northern Group of the
Germon arm In the autum of 1942 therc wns an inspection by an SS Gencral

o von SiQVur ’ The Russian Colonel was dismisscd for the nationalist course
he had taken and it was announced that the amay would be dresscd in Germon
uniforms, Thore was o rebellion, somo of the mon defected to the partisans
and the whole attempt foll through (August 1942). Even thon Strik-~Strikfoldt
dld not sury <i,c fne of his mein concerns was at that time the fate of the
ONFIDERHAC ™ © s /i
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Russion prisoners of war, who worc being cxterminated on a sale comparable
only to the mass extormination of the Jows in thoe Third Reich. Both
Bortrum and Rosenberg admit that of the two nillion six hundred thousand
Rod army prisoncrs token in the first six months of the wr only a fow
hundred thousand hnd survived by 1942, The deaths wore duec to tho complete
lack of food and to exposure. Onc of the neagurcs which most -shocked +the
beople in tho occupicd territorics was the order forbidding the population
to bring food to the cnclosurcs (for that wms what the camps werc in fact)
whore the prisoners were kepte Professor Oberl®nder has mentioned a camp in
Uman wherc in tho sumaer of 1944 men wore dying by the hundred from lack
of wator. All this fired Strik-Strikfoldt's desirc to help, but only in

£ few cases did he persuade the officers in charge to organisc the supoly
of food to the prisoncrs by the surrouading villages. (Strik-Strikfclds
mentioned a case when Fioldmarshal Bock agrocd to come with him one morne-
ing to a Prisoncr of War camp to scc scores of corpscs of men who had died
during *thec night being cartcd o.way.) Thus to a humanitarian motive: that
of saving the lives of verhaps millions of mon was added the political
motive of farming a Russian army which would catch in its sails the wind

- of patriotic fecling coming from the Soviet Union. I scems that in 1942

Strik~Strikfeldt abandoned his attempts to organisc the civilian population
in the ocoupied territorics snd concentraoted on the prisoncrs wherc his
activity wos fully covered by high military authority. It was on onc of his
visits to a Prisoncr of War camp that he mot Goneral Vlesov in Vinnitsa.
This associntion became the determining factor in the cmergence of the

Vliasov movomente

11 Genecral Vlasov

Vliagov's personality, biography and ideology has become the central
point of all investipgations cmnected with the anti=Soviet military and
political activity of the Gurmans in Russia and German-occupied territorics
during the last war. The bost account of it is glven by Nikolacvsky. in
Nose 18 and 19 of the "Novyi Zhournal". Then, ofter two years of silcnce and
innctivity in 1945=06, the rcmmants of +tho Movenent began to re-organise
themsclves in Gemany, they rallicd round Vlasovts name which still remains
the symbol to which the allegionce of his formor colloborators belong. It
must be admitted that the prominence of Viasov'o personality, as it is being
formed by his pogt-wor historiographers, is apt to conecal cortain aspects of
the Movement with which his namoe is connected and unduly simplifics the
berspective of its development. The facts of his biography, as reported in
the official version published for the ROA and checked by Nikolacvski, are
ag follows:

Iindroy Andreyevich V1asOv was born the son of a woll-=to=do peasant

-of tho Nizhni-Novgorod provinge in 1900. His primary and sccordary cducatiom

he received in a church school and at a pricsts! seminary. TIn 1917 he went
to the University in Nizhni Novgorod, which means that he had decided not to
follow an ecclesiastical carcers In 1918 he joined the Red Army and fought
agoinst the Whites on tho Don and the Manych. He pursucd a militory carcer
in the Red fymy and in 1930, oftor having completed his studies at the
Frunze Military Academy in Moscow, he joined the Conmuniét Party. He worked
at the Headquarters of the Military Districts in Leningrod and Kiev in_the
corly thirtics whore he must have met o number of officers implica’god in

the Tukhachevsky affair, in particular Yakir. In 1937 he was appointod
egsistant to General Chercpenov, the Military idviscr to Chiang Kai-shek.
Cherepanov was rcecalled to the Union and perished in one of the purges
V1as0v  remained in charge of the Military Mission. Nikolacvsky reports

that during his stay in China Vlasow develonecd a strong disl:.kc- fox.' the
British which it was difficult for his friends to dispel, but this is not con=-
firmed by thc sources frm whom Nikolacvsky got most of his inf‘ornmi.::r.on.'
Btrik-Strikfcldt belicved quitc the contrary: that Vliasov's stay in Gh:l.naA
was of great educational valuc to him and widenod his outlook on world a:.ffs.lrs.
Strik-Strikfceldt tricd to cxplain Vlasov!s so-called anti-British feol%ngs
as part of the wnavoidoeble tribute ho was bound to pay to the gonqr&l linec of
of ficinl Gorman propagenda during the war. (It would be of somo m“bor'*cst to
find out who the British military adviscrs with Chiang Kai-shok werc in 1937

. and whether they remember any contact with their Russian opposite nurbers) .

In 1939 Vlasev was rccalled to Russia and beeome Commander of the 99th Fugilicr

' A 1 ~ /(Shalkovays)
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(Shalkovaya) Division. Iio distinguished himself in the 1939 Autunn
monovuvres ond bocane a kind of Stakhanov in military matters. It is
part of the system of Soviet propaganda to fogter efficiency in a certain
branch of industry, transport, sgriculature and so on, by giving prominence
to the name of an individual who is held as on cxample of outstanding cffort
and achievement in his special ficld. Something of the kind happoned to
Vlasovs Sch ideas as the training of troops in bettle conditions were
connected with his name and he was quoted frequently in the "Krasnaya
Zvozda" (Red Star) in 1940 as a protagonist of tho now technique in training
. troops. Articles signed by hin were vublished by the Peoplc's Camiissariat
of Dofence. Jiccording to Nikolacvsky, Vlasov was nct however satisficd with
provagating new military ideas, but started an attack on the system of poli=
tical education in the amy, in which he charpioned the very bold and
heretical idea that political propaganda should be subordinated to mklitary
ofricicncys By that time (Autuamn 1940) his imuediate superior was Goneral
Zhukov who gave him full support in his efforts to rofomi both the technical
and political training of the Red 4rmy. Tho important pnoint was that
Vlinsov¥s name had become well known through the "Krasnaya Zvoezda, where he
vins frequently mentioned ot the beginning of the war s to wide circles of the
armed forces. At the outbreak of war he wos already a Major General in
coiaand of the 4th Motor-mechenized Corps in Lvoff. After tho rotreat from
Galicia he bascamc the Comuander of the Kiov Garrison and of the 37th Army
which defended Kieve The city was, however, outflanked and Vlasov: had to
carry out an cxtremely difficult retrcat during which he was wounded. After
Zhukov wns charged with the defence of Moscowy Vlasov was transferrcd to the
20th Lemy where he took part in the defence of the copital in the district
Moscow-Rzhev. L1l thesc facts ond many more: can be gasily chcecked against
available orinted material. The following cpisodes of Vlascv's. biography
arc however nuch more difficult to disengage fron legond and biographie
ronancecs  The account given by Nikolacvsky is not very rcelisble. It scems,
however, that Vliasoy was pub in charge of the 2nd Sheok Lrmy which took up
pogition on the Volkov front in tho carly spring of 1942. This army was very
woll cquipped and it was planned to open the Volkov front on a width of about
2 kilonotres and let the motorized troops with all the heavy equipment breok
through the Gormen lines snd link up with the garrison of Leningrod. Before
Vlagov  took comand he wes suwioned to the Kremlin whore he wes bricfed for
the operation by Stalin hinsclf. The fom this intorviow took shocked
Vlasove. He was alrcady accustomod o bo rogarded ag the saviour of Moscow .
and a man of some importance. His relations with his supcriors were always
in the corrcet manncr of officers! comradeship. In the Kremlin he wos
ushered into a conforence room and remained stonding while Stalin, Beriya and
a third porson (either Mulotov or Voroshilov) rcneined scated all through
the interview. He was given orders and told of the oxtrenc importance of the
tagk cntrusted to him, but was not asked his opinion. He left by planc for
the front where he had already beon appointoed assistant to Morotzkeve The
giturtion he found there was not to his liking. The cquipment which was given
to him and was to be taken in the raid operation, included heavy artillery.
Vlasov refused to toke this with him. Ho noticed that his decision caused
scme discontent and he was roproached for showing lack of confidenco in the
success of the operations it tho same time he rcceived news from Moscow that
his flat therc had beon searched by the NKVD in his absencc. V1asov cx=
plained this action by the fact that tho NKVD might have got wind of his
having belonged to a conspiratorial group to which he reforred as "Soyuz
Russkikh Offitserov" (Union of Rusaian Officers)s This cxplenation and the
whole story of the scarch of the flat is doubtful. In any case the cxistence
of this "Union of Russian Officers" is not confimcd fron any other sourcc.
Whot romoins of all thesc storics is that there had boon some friction between
Vlesov ond the Kremlin at tho time when he was forced to tako over the come
mand of the 2nd Shock Army. One source, who defected in 1949 s has repcrted
that he was attachod to onc of the flanks of tho Volkov front which was o
make way when tho 2nd Army crossed the linc to start its roid in the rear of
the Germms. He said that the gencral obinion omong the officers was that
the plan must have been betrayed becauso the 2nd Army met an cxtremely hoavy
German artillery concentration as soon as it crossed the front 1inc. The
corvidor by which comnmications were naintained with Merctzkov!s group wag
narrowed dovn to 100 metres at some places, so that not even telephone lines
could be laide Ton days after the breok through of the 2nd irmy 211 normal
liaison was sovercd and it was prosumod thet the Shock Lrmy hed suffcered
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The ‘roal story of the destruction of the 2nd fymy must be conteined in
the Gorman militory roports of that tine. It is, however, clcar that Vliasov
fought to the bitter cnde Therc arc storics of Stalin having twice sent an
agroplane to pick up V1asov , but eithor no combact could be made, or Vliasov
refuscd to luvave the remmants of his troops and his returm to Moscow did not
materialise. The remains of his army partly joincd the portisans, but the
German concentration in that theatre had beconw so powcrful thHat thore was
not much scope for partisan activity. Some tine in the spring of 1942, Vliasov
found hinself isolated with another officer and a nursc, Maria Volkova, who
ugod to be his housckecper and was attcnding to his wound. The story of haw
VlasCv * was taken prisoner, told by Nikolasvsky, diffcers fron the one re=-
tailed by ¢ Oflov, according to which the officor vwho wns with Vlasov
was wounded ond sick and could not corry on any further as their food supplies
had run out. V1agovy made a bed for him in the forest and covercd hin with
his gencral's greatcoate Thon he went vwith Volkova to a neighbouring village
to ask for breads He fell into the hands of the Gunnan-aopo'mtbd bur;omeister
who locked him up in a stobles Theore were no Gomons in the villagoe In the
meontine the officer whaa he hnd left in the forcst dicd, his body wns dige
covered and reported to the German cuthoritics. Two German officers werc
dogpatched to identify the body of the dead Russion genceral, as he was bel-
mvul to bo, because of the identificetion marks on the groatcoat. These
officers drove through the village whoere Vlasov was interned and his prescnce
wag reported to thems When they came to the stable where Vlasov was locked
up, he told them imuediately "Nicht schiessen, ich Gencral Vlasov ". He was
imiediately brought to General Lindemann with whom he spent some timc. Ls
we know from other sources Lindcmann was greatly intercsted in using Russians
for military purposcs. In the minutes of the moeting at Berghof on 8th June
1943 Schmund reported to Hitler, Keitcl and Zeitzler that Lindemann was eme
ploying 47,000 Russions oo auxiliary troops in his sector of the front.
Lindcuonn asked Vliasov why he carried on the struggle whon it had become
hopcloss and was impressced by Vlesov's answer “what would you have done in
my placc?" Source hag scen no cvidence shewing that, in spite of the correct
reouption accorded to Vliasov ', he had been in touch with or tricd to contact
thoge Germans who werc crmected with the Tukhachevski conspiracy, such as
Genorals Aschunbronner and Kbstring. This scoms to indicate that Vliasov
hud not proviously thought of defecting to the Germans, in spite of somo
feoling of bitterncess towards the Soviet Govermment which must have oxisted
at thot time ond which might have influcncced his decision not to return o

. Moscow in the plancs sunt by Stalin, or by filtoring through with partisan
detachments with vhich he maintained contact all through the fighte

As other genorals, Vlasov was sent to a prisoncr of war camp in
Vinnitan whory he wag keptunder roasonably tolersble conditions. It is thore
that he was discovercd by Strik-Strikfeldt together with his later collaborator
Gemeral Malyshkin,

Copltnin Strik-Strikfuldt wes considered © be the Gorman Army spocialist
on Russian psychology nnd as such had ccrtain powers which he used in order to
pursuc a policy of his own, camouflaging it as noccss~wy psychological oxperi-
monts with Soviet prisoncrs of wor. He had facilitics for picking out pere-
sonally and through agonts, vriscncrs of war who might bo used for propagondos
They wore brought to Berlim mnd dirccted to the various propogenda schools,
the most importent of which wogs cstablished in Debendorf. At first sight
Strik=Strikfoldt undcrotood the valuc of Vlasov for his purposcs ond brought
him to Berlin, together with Malyshkin. There they met Zykov, Zhilenkov,
Trukhin ond the other lator mombers of tho KONR. Strik-Strikfeldt did not,
howover, send V1asev 4o onc of tho propaganda schools. A small cpisodo
might throw some light on the conditions in which Strik-Strikfcldtts enterprisc
was plonned at tho beoginning. Vlasov. had to have civilion clothes and thesc
wore difficult to got bocausc of hits oxceptional height. Strik=-Strikfeldt,
however, menaged o ¢ olloet a fow things from his fricnds and brought them to
Vlagov, wiosc pride was wounded by having to wear sccondhand clothes.
Strik-Strikfcldt comf'orted him by saying "You sce, hed wo beon in Englond, I
would no doubt have got a choque to pay your tailor and things would look ruch
more dignified, but never mind, there is an cnormous adventago in knowing that
you arc not in the pay of anybody ond that you remain om independent agont'.
The lesson of this opisode is that from tho boginning Vliasgy found himself

© gonnocted with Germons who were thomsclves conspiring agoeinst the regime ~nd
pho congidered him to be in the same position towards his government as thoy
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were visea=vis the Nazis. The understanding between Vlassy » and Strik-
Strikfeldt was complete, in spite of the great divergence of education,
_moral standards and politicel tact. Strik-Strikfeldt had certein diffi-
culties in the Beginning in persuvading Vlasov to join him in his efforts
to organisc a purely Russian anti-Communist movement. Aceording to Strik-
Strikfeldt, the argument which proved decisive was the fatc of the prisoners
of war. "Evon if nothing comes of our efforts" ho said "excopt the saving
of so many prisoners' lives who are perishing in the cnclosurcs, it will be
worth your whilc to undeortakc this cffort." To this argument Vlasgy surren=-
dered. The unique value of Vlasowr <to the organisation of a popular anti-
Communist movement in Russia was not so much his outstanding abilitics as
the fact that his name was widely kmown to the masscs in the Soviet Union
and in the Red Army. No amount of Sovict abuse and propaganda against the
"dlsreputable Judags V1asov " could wipc out the memory of a man who fought
against tho system of political commissars, who insisted on an increasc in
the efficiency of the Red Army end who was a hero of the defonce of Moscovn
Strik-Strikfeldt's task was now to find o means by which Vlasov!'s . voice
could reach the wide masscs of the Russian pcoplc. As far as propagenda
to the Red Army was concorned, Strik-Strikfeldt could rely on the complete
eo~operation of all parts of the German war machine. This was the best wey
to camouflage the other part of the work which consisted in organising the
prisonors of war, the population of the oceupicd territories ond the over=
increasing nunbers of tho Ostarbeiter in the Reich and in the Wost. On
the 27th Deccmber, 1942 Vlasov' issued an opcn letter to his Russian com-
patriots urging thom to take up the strugple against Communisme  This
document, a complcte copy of which it is hoped to obtain /Nikolacvsky knew
only excerpts from it) contains already the essential eloments of the
ideology which formed the basis of ths Smolensk 13 points (sco Appendix IV)
end much later of the Praguc Manifesto.  After denouncing the Moscow roegime
as ‘the dictatorship of a fanatical group to whom the intercsts of the Russien
people were alicn, Vlasov * explainod the war as a moachination of Stalin vwho
had sold the intcrests of the Russian poople to the Anglo-Amcricans. He
exposed the mondacity of the patriotic propaganda of Moscow and appealcd for
the overthrow of the Soviet regime and "the completion of the national rovolu-
tion" out of which a new Russia would cmerge, whish would live in pcace with
the nations of Europo and in particular with the great German pCople. "In
this struggle for our future I openly and honostly am ready to pursuc a policy
of an allionce with Germany." This appecal was published in various papers
cdited by the propagénda schools and evokod o great response in the Prisonor
of Wor comps and among the Ostarbeitor. Hundreds of letters poured in offcr-
ing support and asking for an opportunity to participate in the movement in=-
avgurated by Vlawov. . In estimating such matcrial one has to undorstand the
innuondos of Vlesov's phraseology. What might appear a subscrvient attitude
now, was in fact one of extremo arrogance at that time, viewed from the stand-
point of the Nazis of the Ostministorium. An Allisnce with Germany mcant in
a way a claim to an independent status which was quite whcard of on the part
of an 'Untermensch.? There was also no moention of acecptance of the National
Socialist doctrine by Vlasov . On the contrary, cleverly quoting Hitler's
speech, aceording to which National Socialism was not an export product,
Vlasov- pointed out that the new Russia would be organised on lines different
from those of National Socialist Germany, Thoe status of an ally was always
intorpreted as one which creates obligations but also establishes claims on
the other partner, Should the Germans persist in a policy of cnmity towards
the New Russia, the alliance would be de facto denounced by them and Vlasov.
would fecl himself free to act independontly. All thesc innucndos werc clsearly
understood by the Russian supporters of Vlasov , as well as by the Nozis theme
selves. In this game of double-crossing by shifting the mecaning of propaganda
slogans, the Nazis hoped in some measurce to heal the wounded nationalist feelings
of the Russians and bresk that passive resistance which weighed heavily on all
their attempts to make effective use of the cccupicd torritorics for their war
“efforts By the some gamo Strik-Strikfeldt and similar dissident Germon idcolo=-
gists intended to strongthon Vlasov!'s hand and form such a powerful Russian
movemont that the Eastern plans of Rosenberg and other Nazis would become coms
pletoly nullified and disappcar with othor intolcrable cxcosses of Nazisr.

For Vlasov, on the othor hand, these formulac worc a meons of appcasing
the Germang and saving face in the cyes of the Russians who looked up to hin
/as the leader

Baiakat IR BN o o Loi i e N AN

CONFIDENTIA) === Y O VITINne ok

' Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/03/01 : CIA-RDP83-00415R006200040004-4




Stk Ue 0 UGTFINIALYS v $0040004.4
Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Rele_as{e 2012/03/01 : CIA-RDP83-00415R0062 -

VUNFIVENIIAL 18.5.50

a8 the leader of a great national movencnte. As long as the gamo was
rogtiicted to producing appeals, proclamations, brogrammes and 30 on, all
partics played aceording to the rules s but when it came to toking action,
the duplicity inherent in the uge of an ambiguous phragseology becamo
apparent. Yhercas Strik-Strikfeldt and Vlasov * intended these proclamations
for the people whon they could organise in tho occupicd territorics and in
Gurmony, the Rosenberg administration and the strictly party-controllcd 88
and SD were willing to spread it exclusively in the front line and beyond it
into Soviet territory. The first appcal of Vlagov becanc known through an
oversight of this Nagi control. Strik=Strikfeldt succecded also in organis-
ing a tour by Vlcsovy in the occupicd territories with the co-operation and
connivance of his German officer friends. Vlasov was allowed to travel on
the Northern scetor of the front and made a number of specches in towns and
villages in the Pskov and Simolcnsk arcag. The success of  this tour was as
great ag that of tlue first apveals  Vlasov had a gift for catching the mood
of the population which folt relieved after liboration from the Sovict regimo
and at tho same tine depressed by the conditions established by the Ostmini-
storiun adninistration. The morale of the Russian soldiors serving with the
various Gormen groups was hoightened and national feolings were roused. Al
this could not oscape the attention of the Nazi administration and indignant
reports about the now action %o heighten Russian nationalist feclings poured
in to the Ostministerium and into Hitler's hcadquarters. Koitel considercd
the Vlasov tour a great misteke. Instructions wore given to the Russian
bapers, which were published by various Vertrauensstellen, not to mention
Vlagov's name any more and Strik-Strikfeldt himsclf was on the verge of boing
arresteds It was about this timo (Moy 1943) that the incident ccourrod which
Nikolaevsky reports in "Noviy Journal" No. 19, page 128, The facts have boon
confirmed by Strik-Strikfoldt. Despairing of the possibility of getting
Pemaission to spread Vlasov propagandn (i.ce his appeal and the 13 points) in
the oceupied territories s Strik-3trikfeldt persuaded his superiors to have
then printed and spread in great numbers behind the Soviet lincs. Therc
wag no cbjoetion to this plan. As soon as pernission to spread was obtained,
tho leaflots, which wore printed in enticipation of pemission, were given to
alrtien who intuntionally (according to Strik-Strikfeldt) dropped them in
various parts of the Contral Soctore This was later cxplained as a tcchni-
cal nistake and the participants were protected by their nilitary superiors.

*  The affair beecame known and strict moasurcs werce taken. The military
comanders who were using Russian troops tried to protcet thom.

Karl Michel reports in his book that about this time Genoral Hellmich

and himself werc summonod to Berchtesgaden in order to roport on the Russian
voluntcers in the Gorman arnys They worc reccived by General Warlimont who
accuscd thom of having raised ond ammed o million mon s Whose political aims
wore nost unclear and who constituted a dangerous clement. In his defoence
Hellmich quoted statoments by the scparate Lrmy Group Commanders saying that
the disbandment of thesc voluntcer detachments would require replaccments by
‘Geran soldiors anounting to hundreds of thousands and that the moral offect
on the population would be wmfavourable. Boris Dvinov published in the
Sotsialistichoski Vestnik" Nos. 11 and 12 » 1949 the minutes of a meoting

at Borghof in which the fomation of military detachments wnder the leader-
ship of tho National Committce, hoaded by Vlascv, wos discussed. Hitler's
attitude was quite determinod. The propaganda of the National Committec
should be uscd to disrupt the Soviet front and increase the number of deserters,
but should not be tolerated on the Germon side of the fronts As the Generals
insistcd on having Ryssian voluntcers for auxiliary serviccs, thesc should be
uged in small formations, but as integral parts of the German Army Groups, and
should not be subjeet to any bropaganda or control by Vlasov and his
Comnittese  The formation of larger detachments should not bo cncouraged

and smaller detachments should be enrollod only where this was Jjustificed by
military oxpediency. Thc same measurcs were applied to the other Hastern
national uwnits as to the Russian Qrmys In fact the decisions of Junc, 1943
did not groatly affect the structure of the Russian dotachmonts on the Eastern
Fronte  After the cmergence of Vlagsov they all considercd themsclves to be

Vianovites and to belong to the ROA, but thoy remained as they were before,
i.¢s oporationally undor the camand of tho German Army Groups to which they

belonpged and they had no econtacts whatever with Vlasov,. On the other hand
: /the decisions
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the decisions of June 1943 were of some conscquence for Vliasov himself and
for Strik-8trikfeldt's policy. The whole activity of the Russian National
Comaitteo had to be wound up and Strik-Strikfeldt adviscd some of his Baltic
friends, whanhe had cnrelled for work on the Comittee, to leave Berlin

at once. (Levitsky). In fact Vlasov aond Malyshkin lived in a villa in Dahlem
in conditions wory similar to housc arrcst with only the mombers of their
household and an officer, a porsonal fricnd of Strik-Strikfoldt, in chargo

of tholr porscnal security. It was about this time that Zykov's disappcarance
produced a depressing ¢ffcect on the Group. Zykov was an extrencly active
member of the Vliasov Coneittec. It was known mogst confidentially that he
wag a Jew. This fact was carcfully concealed fron the 8S. On a certain

dato he was driven away in a car by unidontifiod men. The Security Police
claimed that they might have been Sovict agents. Most of the people cohcorncd
with the school in Dabendorf and the papor "Zarya", which was edited by
Zykov, believed that he had been climinated by the Gestapo together with his
adjutant.

By this timc however the rmurder of Vliasov and prominent membors of his
Committee was definitely on the schedule of the Sovict Intelligonce Scrvices
Thore are indications that the partisans werc reproached For not having
killed Vliasov during his tour cf the front during Morch/April 1942, In this
conneetion therc is a long report from Freudceheerce Ost on 22nd July, 1943 on
the intorrogotion of the Soviet spy Scmeon Nikolocvitch Kopustine It includes
o long schedule of questions to be investigated and an instruction to join
the Vlasov Com:iittoc, to got auployed in the Propaganda Abtcilung and in
the off'ices of the papers "Zorya" andy "Dobrovolets". One of the main tasks
assigned to him was to organisc the mﬁrder of Vlasov, Malyshkin and other
members of the Comaittee. Soveral plots to kill Vliascw woere discovercd at
that timc. In one case, a Russion volunteer in German uniform appoared at
the gate of Vlasov's villa and was let in on Vlasov'd orders. He engaged
the man in conversation and offcred him vodka and cucumber, which is the
most modest form of hospitality. Dinncr of cabbage woup was thon scrved.

. Later the man confesscd what he had come to kill Vliesov and had a loaded
revolver on him. He had been told that the Gonoral lived in extreme luxury
and wos haughty, but he was completoly won over in the coursc of conversabions
Gonerally speaking Vlasov had a great gift for inspiring confidence.

In the course of 1943/44, Vliasov. lived very quictly in his Dahlom villa,
working out the principles of his programmc which werce triod out in constant
discugsion in the propaganda school at Dabeondorf. At the same time, through
the intermediary of Strik-3trikfeldb ¥lasov increased the circle of his Ger=
man contacts. Little is known of his negotiations jn high placcs with Nazis
and with the military hierarchy. Whenever he went for an important discussion
he avolded taking any of his entourage with him and there are few traces of
his interviews with these pcople. This created great difficulties at a later
stage because nothing was known of the promises end pledges of both sides.
Some first-hend information on this matter could be got fram Gencral Aschen=-
brenner who claims to have accompanicd Vlegov in his interviews with GBring
and Goebbels. Aschonbrenner has, however, refused to gi-c any further infor-
mation when asked what imprussion Vliasov produced on these people. Another
gource would be Pastor Schabert who now hag a living somowhere in Germany
(Bamberg?) . He was intorproter in many of Vlasovt.s: ncgotiations. The full
rocord of this time(and a reliablc ono) is certainly contained in Strik-Strike-
foldt's archived. It was Vlasov's heart's desire to be reccived by Hitler
himself, but all attempts to scocurc an interview falled and all rcports to
the contrary must bo congidercd falsc.

Vliasov was very intercested in women and these rclations always created
complications in his 1lifc. It is during this period that a sentimental affair
with a Goerman woman played an important part in his interests. Membeors of his
entourage belicve that ghe holped to break Himmler's negative attitude to the
Viasov movement (the Zara-Leondrov documents) s

In spite of the fact that during the whole period from Junc 1943 to
August 1944 Vlesov was completely cut off from any official. communications
~with the Russion troops incorporated in the Gormen Ammy,his vopularity smong
them grew incessantly. They all considered themsclves to be Vlasovtsi,
though not many had cver scen him ond none of thom werc under his command.

/In a certain
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In a cortain scnse this situation roflects wnfavourably on his roputation
as a politician. Russion auxiliory troops were uged by the Germans for
the suppression of partisans and the mass terrorisotion of the population.
All thesc -werc indiscriminately considored to be Viasovtsi and their mis-
devds were frequently quoted as a proof of the complete subservience of
Vlasovy to the Germens. There can bo no doubt that some of these troops took
part in the worst oxccsscs and atrocitics which werce comaitted by the Germans
in the occupicd territorics ("Borba" 1949, 6~7, page 30). Beither for thosc
nor for anything which was being done by so=called Vlingsovesi under tho
Gorman commond can Vlasov nr the Vliasov Committee be held reponsible. Yet,
in spite of the abscuce of any operational or administrative control of the
Vliasovtel in the poriod of the cclipse 1943/kk, Vla: ovta ideas spread not
only among the Russian soldiers but among the population of the occupicd
torritorics and emong the Ostarbeiter. The school in Dabendorf produced
propagandists who wont to tho front and spread the idoas which they had
learnod in the classes and in cndless conversations during their stay at this
somi-conspiratorial orgemisation. The propagandists, trained in Dabendorf,
wore not clover and cynical disruptive agents who had learncd to handle
propaganda matorial disintograting . the Rod Army. Rather they wers conwcrts
t0  cortain political ideas in which they genuinely believed and which
thoy wore sure would pruvail in spite of the fact that, at that time, the
Gormans had not yet roalized their truth. The propagandists brecught to the
Russion voluntcers the mess~ge that there was a General Vlasov who was
fighting for an independont Russian Army csnd an independent Russian Peoplo's
Sate in the futurec and whose activitics were curbed by fanatical Nazis.
This message wes widely sproad and belicved and inspired the volunteers with
new political hopes. The constant defeats suffered by the Germans at that
time made it inereasingly prokable in the eyes of those Russians that Vlassov
would finally succced in his offorts ‘o porsuade the Germens that Communism
in the U.S.S.R. could be overcomo only with the holp of a Russian Poople's
Army. The cmorgence of an indopendent Peopleb State in Russia would then
change the wholc courso of the war amd make an understanding with other
nations pogsiblo. Tho school in Dabendorf, which was the source of thesc
rumow 8, was to a lorge extent the creation of Zykov. It was later succes-
sivoly under the commond of Generals Bloagoveschenski, Trukhin and Zhilenkov.
Tho organisation and activity of this school are of the greatest importance
for understanding the whole movement. Therc has as yet boen no comprehenaive
report on this subject, but it is hoped to obtain from Colonel Pozdnialkov
samo typod material on Dabendorf whiich should camplote the picture of Vlagov's
activitics in the poriod of eclipsc. The Goermens became increasingly aware
«  of tho importance of Vlasov end of his influence during this periods. Thoy
learncd to value his public support of any measurcs token by them bocause
thoy sow how it heightened the morele of the millions of Russians whom they
woro uging cither as military forccs or as workers. Attempts wore made o got
his consent to the tronsfor of Russian troops to the West at the beginning
of 19%44. Source was told that Vlasov rofused, but he was unable to sce
the lottor Vlasov wrote on this question, copics of which spread to several
people at that timc. Source has no doubt that muck light on this question
could be thrown by the study of Strik=-Strikfcldt's archives. According to
Orlov, Vlasgv used to moke fun of the security measuros in tho Dohlem villa
for which he (Orlov) was responsiblo, saying that the Germans must protect
him bocause his assassination would couse an immediate general strike of oll
Ostarbeiters This may not have boen literally truc, but tho reports on the
mood of the Ostarbeiter must have given it some probabliity in the cyes of the
Gexrmanss

The turning point in the Vlas,v movement camo in the autumn of 1944.
Sourco ofton put the question to the people ho met in Germony: "what wore
the factors which inducod Himmler to receive Vlasov after he had dcnounced
him only a year bofore ?" In August 1943 Himmler had made a speech in which
he abused Vliasovy ond criticised the troatment meted out to him by those "Baltic
gentlemen who worc running sbout in Reichswehr uniform", (by which Himmlor
could have mcant only Strik-Strikfeldt and his friends). In that speech
(documents of the MNirenberg Trial) Himmlor oxpressed his indignation that
Gorman officers could debage themselves to the extent of attending Vliesov's
lectures and beoing told that Russia could be conguercd only with the Help
of Russions (o thing which Vlasov cortainly did not say)s What was it that

caused the roverse in Hirmler's mind ? Of coursethe situation had changed
/considerably between
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considerably between the autum of 1943 and 19%4. The loss of the occupilod
torritorics doprived Rosenberg of his influence in the treatment of the
Russian problem. Himmler and the SD had often before shovm themselves more
amenable to the expediency arguments of various Russian Vertrauensstellen
than the Rosenberg administration. Now that Rosenberg could no longer argue
that the devclopment of a Rugsian nationalist movement impeded his admini=-
stration the Vlassy claims to head all the Russian forces could be
recongidercd directly by Himmlor without fear of intorforence from the
Ostministoriwn. He must have had favourable reports of Vlasovy personally
from Gbring, Gocbbels and other Nazis to whom Vlasov was introduced by the
Generals. He wonted to gee the man £ or himsclf. Vliasov went to the fatal
intervicew alone and nobady knows what promiscs worce made by both partics.

The only agrecmont which was published concerncd the financing of the Vlasov
movoment and the recognition of Vlasov'é authority to use a speecial currcu:
account. Neither at that time, nor at any early date as has becn suggested
by Wallacc Carrol ("Lif()", Deec. 19th, 191+9) did Vliasov sign away the Ukraine
and the Caucasug and promisc to aseept a Gorman protectorate. The Himmler
interview in 1944 greatly satisficd both nartics. Vlasov. was promised
operatidnal and administrative cameand ovur armced forces emounting to ten
Divisions. An understanding was rcachod about cquipment and wraining of
these troops and frecdom of political sction by the KONR was also promised.

A Comittec was orgonised without delay. In reburm the Gurman control of

the movement was taken over Himmler and the SS. This meant severing all
official contacts with the Lrmy. The function carricd out until then by
Strik-Strikfcldt went to a norrow-minded SS man, a certain Oberftthrer Krbtger.
Orlov, who had boun with Vlagov gsince the very beginning, had certain
scruples asbout joining the 88. These, however, Vliasov walved with a smile,
saying "Nover mind, Seruzha, ono must got cnrolled in the Kclkhoz" (Nichevo
Screzha, nado zmapisyvatsia v Kolkhoz".) Vlasov intorproted his authority
to eXtend over all military formaations of the "Pooples of Russia", as his
Committece was styled the Committee for the Liberation of the Peoples of
Russia. This agrecement is howswver, no proof of a change of heart on the part
of Hirmler. Imacdiately aftor the interview the firet misundorstanding with
Himalor aroscs The minutes which were given to the press woere unilaterally
altercd by the Gomans, This infuriated Viasov. Strik-Strikfcldt supported
him and warned him not to give in uwntil the pregs report had becen rectificd.
Undertle threat of Vliasev'c resignation from the Comolttee Himaler sent a
rectificd version to be published in the Russian papors, but nonc was issuod
to the Gorman press. Strik-Strikfeldt warncd Vliasov once more not to give
in, but this proved too much for the Gencral who was now so engaged in the
organisation of his Comuittce that he was afraid of wwakening it by the thrcat
of his resignation. As soon as the question of the formation of the divisions
arose, difficulties worce made due to the allegoed lack of equipment and supplies,
The rcsult was that instead of the ton original divisions only three were
allowel to be formed. Hore again Strik-Strikfoldt urged Vliasov 4o resign,
oven at the cost of being imprisoned. Vlasov, however well he knew that

he was being double-crossed, decided to stay hoping that as the Germons were
getting wocker every day, he might still, in the {inal stages of the war,
bocome an independent factor and cnter into negotiations with the Allics.

4t that time it was expested and generally belicved in demany that the mili-
tary clash between the Lllics and the Sovict Union was imminent and would
follow the collapse of Germony in o vory short time. At this point = that is
shortly beforc the Praguc Congress - Strik-Strikfeldt ported with Vlasov. .
They romained personal fricnds but wore politically estranged.

) The fow wocks folloving the Himmler interview were dedicated to the
organisation of the KONRe From Lovitsky source obtained the following
genoral outlay of this orgenisation and its agencics. The Camaittoc con=
sistod of the Genorals Vlasov, Trukhin, Malyshkin, Zhilenkov, Zakutny and
Moandrov (all hanged on 2nd august 1946) , Professor Ivanov (dead ?) Profossor

~ Rudnev (now in Switzerland) Bogatyrchuk, Moskvitinov (now in New York)
Karpinski, Muzychenko (now Pismenny, in Munch) General V.V. Kreiter, Goneral
Turkul (first cmigration, now in Germany, politically sctivc), General
Balebin (now in Austrio), Abramov, Levitsky and Bolkhovskei. This Committce
was far from o debating socicty. It met mainly to sanction decisions taken
by the various departments which were:

1e Vlagov'y Personul Chancollory, under Col. Kromiadi.
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2. The Secrctariat of the Comnittec under Levitsky which preparcd
the agenda of the mectingg of tho Coamittco and rceported
progress and implementing of decisions.

3. The _Depar'bment of the Cadres under Liventsov, (now emigration).
L4 Logal Departuont, under Profcssor I.D. Grimme

5. Idoological Doportient, wder Zaitoev (Solidarist, now writing
in the "Possov') and Col. Artemov.

6« Foreign Rolations Departmont, Zhercbkov (the Germon-appointed
loado;‘ of the Russian cmigration in Paris, now rumourcd to bo in
Spain) .

7. Church Affairs, under Budzilovich (decad).

A1l these Departments wore organiged wndor tho title of Organizatsionnoe
Upravlenie (Goneral Administration) ond wore supervised by General Malyshkine
In addition, therc were depertments independent of Malyshkin, of which the
following were referred to by Leovitsky:

Chief Military idministration, under Generoal Trukhin,

Chief Propaganda Admirdstration, wndor General Zhilenkov and
Cols, Mcand -ov and Spiridonov.

Chicf Civilian (dminigstration, under General Zekutny.

There was also a Relief Organisation under G... Lloxeyev, which disposcd
of very considerable funds (morc thon o million marks).

The Comnittoc's immcdiate aims werc: firstly, to issuc a monifesto
with an appeal to all Russiang to rally round the Comittec for the struggle
againgt Belshovism and obtain as much rccopnition as possible from tho German
authoritics, with a view to constituting it3clf on indopendont Nationol
Government; sucondly, to organise and train armed forces which should be
sent to the Lastern froamt at on carly date; +thirdly, to lay the foundations
for a futurc national administration in Russia aftor the downfall of the
Sovict regime; fourthly, to organisc end protect the large numbor of 08t
arbgiter employed in Ceorwon induutries. The first task was carricd out by
calling the Congress in Praguo at which the manifesto of the Comalttee was
accopted in the solemn atmosphere ‘of thu groeat Hradehin Hall in Praguc. In
fact, all the spccches which were made there as woll as the text of tho mani=-
festo, werce laid down beforchand. Praguc was sclected as an appropriato place
because it lay tochnically outside the Reich proper. The Prague Manifesto
ig of somo importance ev.n at prescnt as it is still considercd to be tle
basis of the work of various anti-Sovict groups which claim doscont from the
Viagov movement. The Prague mocting was followed by o scries of speeches
by Vliascv and his collanorators all over Germany. The ideology worked out
in Dabondorf cmerged into the open and became widely spread among Russions
of 21l categorics in the Gorman army and in Germen industry. The ban wos
1ifted on Vlesov's name in the papors and the whole mechinery of propaganda

" became subordinated to KONR. This work was carricd out during the very last

doys of the Third Reich. 4nothor important manifesto was plammed for broods—
casting from Prague on the 24th fipril, Vlasov ® was to speak himself at the
microphone and address the world at large, and in particular the United Nationk
Confercnce in San Francisco, pointing out for the first timo the position of
KONR in the fioeld of international polities. Facilities werc roquested for tho
broadeast from Frank in Praguo, but he said he could do nothing without per-

" missionfrom Berline. By the end of &pril, however, camuunications with Berlin

became disorganised and the addross from the Praguc radio mever motorialiscds
Source heard, however, that Vliasov tricd to inducc the Czech revolutionary
committoe in tho first days of May to let him usc the Praguo microphono, but
this wos also refused. TFor some imporbtant reason the toxt of the brondcogt
romained scerets Profussor Oberlinder, whom sowcce visited in fugsburg, claims

' 4o possoss it, a8 he obtained it from Professor Eibel (Philosophor at Vionna

University) who assistcd V1asOv in tho composition of the text. Oberldnder
l/nrgmised to send
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promiscd to send source a copy, but hrs not yot done so.

The second tnsk of forming the now divisions prescntel considercble
difficultics im thoe conditions of the gencrzl broakdovm of the German military
machings By the spring of 1948thc first division wos formned and took up
position on the Odor Frunt. Kt wns placcd under the orders of Ganeral Bunyos=
chenkos, There arc some momoirs by A« Ossipov in Nos.. 276, 278 and 280 of the
ROVS Magazine "Chosovol", giving cn account of what happencd at the front
(cuoted by Dvinov in "Sotsialistichoski Vestnik" 1949, No. 12)s In April 1945
tho Division rofusel to accopt orders from the German High Com-.ond, av it had
booen proumised that only orders by Vlasory would be valid and no communlcation
with Vlasov wog possible. Tho Division left the front and moved into Czecho=
glovakia where, during the hth to 6th Moy, thoy played some part in the up-
riging in Praguc. Lftor a numbor of skirmishes with tho SS Tor which %the
Vlasovites were thanked by the Praguc rovolutionary radio, the Division split
md surrendored in scparate groups to the fumcricans. (So far as source can
800, ’c;qis Division waa known as the 600th in the German fLymy. Sco Zaro/Mearder
pPapers) . :

A socond divisim, wnder Genoral Trukhin, wns formed in MBnzingon in
Baden. It nover wont to the front. A third division was just starting to be
formede Thore was, besides, an Air Force detachment, numboring some 7=9
thousand ron under Yols Meltzev (hanged), who was assisted in his work by
General Aschenbrenner of the Luftwaffe. Source asked fschonbremncr what he
thought of this detachmunt ond his answor was “Woll, you know, they had just
completed their training but thoy did saac quitec useful work and werc using
the latest types of Germen jet-propelled Fightors. There wes also an Qfficers’
School wder the command of Pozdniakov (?). The Second Division, tho Alr
Dotachment and the Officer's School worc moved into various places in Southern
Bohemia during tho closing stages of the war, while the Staffa and the Adnini-
shration of KONR werc concentrated in Korlsbad. It is fraa thesc various
places that the surrender to tho Americoans took place.

It would be naive to enquirc about the morale of these troops. The
goneral situstion had roached acrisis snd cvery mon was profoundly worried
about hig fote. These Vliasov troops, the only ones over which he had opera=
tional and administrative control, wore made up of Russian voluntcers in the
Gorman army ond in the Waffon 8S who managed to join them, as well as from .
voluntoers from the Ostarbeiter camps who managed to disengage thomselves fram
their dutics in war industry. Source has hcard conflicting reports about the
cnthusiasi with which the opnortunity of joining Vlasov!s ormod forcew was
grasped by the Ostarbeitor. Orlov and others told source that the main diffi-
culty was the roluctance of industry to release labour of which they were
short and that Vlassov could have cusily enrolled two million menfrom emong
these Ostarbeiter. They necded, howover, military training, cquipment and so
on for vhich therc was noither timc nor supplics. On the othor hand, Chernavin,
who wag manoger of works in the Harz vhich anployed ebout 150 Ostarboeiter,
told source thgt therc was littlo rosponse to the Vlasov propagandists
who camc over to cnrol voluntecras., Sonc 20 to 30 men left out of a total of
150, the others wavered, came to ask his advice and finally romained in the

‘ works saying "We Jdid not fisht for the Gormans when thoy were victorious. Why
: should we £ight for thom whon they are beaten ?" Source was also told that
thore wos a great deal of double erossing by the Germans. Men who woere enrolled
into the Vliasov divisions fowmd themsslves later side-tracked and forcedtm

Join the Waffoen SS.

Begldos these formations Vlasov claimed to comand all dher groups
belonging to the "Peoples of Russia! and here source learns that he was largely
successfuls Lottors were received from Caucasion detachmonts and even from
Ukrainians, espccially those with Social Democratic leanings, asking to join
in the amcd forccs of the KONR. 4 certain difficulty arose herc with the

. Cossackss The leading Cossak figurc had always been the novelist Ataman PJN.
Krasnove During the wor Krasnov comaanded the Cossack Corps which operated
mainly in Yugoslavia in conjunction with Nedich Chetniks. There werc no
-contacts botweon Vliesov. and Krosnove ALftor the formation of KONR certain
leanings towards Vlesov becamc noticesble among the Cossacks. In March, 1945
Krasnov published a provacative, open lettor to Vlasov asking him whother it
was true that he considored himself to be morely o follow~travellor of the
Gormons and not a real ally and whether he was ready ’co’ ive oll the nocossacy
S aah arantees .of Cosgack
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. guarantoes of Cossack autonomy. The wording of the last demend was such that
it amounted to a clain of sclf-determination for the Cossack people. Vlasov
was pleced in a rathor cmbarrassing position by this lettor. The wording of
his answer 1s very intcresting amd gocs far to show that he considercd himsclf
an ally of Goermany only in so far as the struggle against the Communist regime
wes concorneds.  This cxchange of views is worth studying as it sots in rolief
the various innucndos of Ru.sian collaboration with the Germans during the
last war. Col. Pozdnickov promiscd source a copy of this document which is
difficult to obtain. As o result of tuls exchange Krasnov refuscd to join
the KONR, but to his great annoyance the iAtaman of the Kuban Cossacks, Goneral
Naumenko (now in tho USA) offercd to sorve under Vlasove Kramnov figures
in the announcoment of tho Izvestin 21¢8.46. next to Vlasov and his disciples.

1845450

A8 compared with these tagks of imcediate importance, the third aim of
the Comnitteo = the preparation of a future administration of Russia = was
rather sn acadende affair. Many of the memoranda which word worked out while
KONR was in Berlin wore destroyed in an air raid. When RBofessor Grima took
over the lepgal department he concentroted his efforts on orgenising the legal
agvect of the relations betwoon KONR and the various Gormen authoritices, as
well as on defining the limits of competonce of the voarious departments of the
KONR administration, where there was much overlapping. He told source of the
extreue difficulty which he found in making Vlasovy understand the nccessity
of legal order. Momentary cxpediency always took precedence in his cyes over
logal considerationse

The fourth aim of the Comittee = the carc of the Ostarboiter « was

entrusted to the Department of Civil Affairs under Genoral Zakutny. He was

a man of 1ittle ability snd the real work was carricd out by Georgi Konstan=-
tinovich Meyers They werce to organise a kind of supcrvision of the cmployment
of Russian lobour in the Reich and work for the improvoment of material and
cultural conditions of the Ostarbeiter, By the time the organisation started
working, the general conditions had so deteriorated that it is hardly possible
to cstimate the success of this progrormc.

[ L ol
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There 1s relatively little printed materigl
dealing directly with the Vlasov Movement. The following
is a list of sources which have boon used in the compilation
of tho present report or are earmarkod far use in the draft
of the final report.

weriad

in Russian

1, Thoero are two articlos by B.Nilkolaecvsky in tho
"Wovly Zhurnal, edited by Karpovich, Now York, 1948,
Vols XVIITI and XIX, ontitled "Porazhentchostvo 1941
1945 Godov 1 Gonoral A.A.vlasov"™ (The dofoatlsm of
1941-1945 and Gonoral AJAViasov), This is the bost
account of the Vlasoy Movomcnt which has como Into my
hands. Nikolacvsky worked on matorial listod in his
first articlo, mainly German-sponsorcd papors 1n
Russian published during tho war. He had besides boon
In Germany and contactod a number of pcoplo who gave
im manuscript notos, momolrs, cte, Ho is still
collccting material for a hlgtory of the Vlasov
Movomont. During my stay in Goermany I mct a numbor
of people who suppliod Nikolacvsky with information,
such as Tsurikov, Orloff and Pozdniakov. Othcrs
whom Nikolaovsky mot bolong to tho AZODNR or thc SAF.
Ho scoms to have boon particularly intimatc with Col,
Votlugin (formoerly Tanzorov)s The articlos give an
account of tho Vlasov Movomont up to tho middle of
- 1944, Thoy werc to beo continucd but have stoppecd
appcar ing ., This 1is probably duc to tho hostilo attitudc
vhich Nikolaovsky's political frionds, tho social
domocrats in Amorica, manifostod against what thoy
boliovod to bo an attompt to whitowash a Nazi quisling,
an antli-somitc and a traltor to tho national causce
Nikolacvsky had a sorious quarrol with thom, answered
the attack laounchod on him by Aronson but stopped
publishing the continuation of his rosoarch work in ordoer
to proscnt it with the maximum wolght of ovidonco in
support of his viow of the Vlassy Movomont . Nikolacvsky
docs not claim historical accuracys. His roport ls just
2 proliminary study. It is howover sound and bascd
on an honcst offort to ascertain the truth cvon though
Nikolacvsky has beon mislcd in some dotails by hoarsay
storlos. The articles should be rcad incomnoction with
the Aronson-Nikolacvsky polcmics, publishod in No.XXI
of tho " Noviy Zhurnal® Necw York, 1949.

2 "Sotsialistichoskiy Vestnik" for 1948/49, Now York,
37 Bast 15th Strcct, Room 407,

In various numbecrs thoro arc rcferonccs to tho
Vliasew Movoment, tho moro lmportant of which arc two
articles by BW.D, (Boris Dvinov). In No.ll and 12,
Novembor and Docombor, 1949, Titlo "Gitlor o Vlasovtsakh!
(Hitler on tho Vlasovites)i. It has a translation of
a conforcnce of Hitlor with Koitol, Schmund, Zcitzlor
and othors on tho nocessity of curbing the Gonorals!
initiative in forming Russian voluntary dotachmont s,
Dvinov's attitudc towards the Vlasovitecs 1s far moro
nogative than Nikolacvsky's. Hc quotos Wallaco Carroll's
articlo in "Lifo" in support of tho rumour that Vlasov
had accedod to tho Gorman domand to dotach tho Ukralno
ard tho Caucasus from Russia which doos not scom to be
gubstantiated,

Se e nReh Informtion 1s contalnod, ipn the SBONR
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poriodical "BORBA", publlakod in Munich, 1948/49. On tho
wholo this sourco is rollable, but often naivo and oxtromoly
partisan. Nos. 6/7 of "BORBAM have tha draft of an anti-
Communist monifosto., Pages 28-36 throw somo light on tho

history of tho Vlasov Movomont , )

4, "Svobodnoye Slovo" ("Sbornik Porvly, 1946" (La Parolc
Libro, Rccucil Politiquo Social Littorairo sous la rodaction de
~S.P.Molgounoff, Bolto postal 56, Paris XV.5

On page 19 therc 1s an articlo cntitlod "Tragodia Vlasovitsey!
(The tragody of tho Vlasevlitéed, Tho article is ona of tho
first roforoncos to the Vlasav Movoment in tho Russion omigro
pross. It brings parts of a lotter sont by Mcandrov from

the camp in Platting whoro ho was lator dclivorod to the
Soviets, as woll as a lotter from thrco othor Vlasovitcg.

54 Tho magazine "Chassovoi® (La Sontinollo, bi-mensucl
organ du mouvemont nationgl Russo, diroctour B«Orokhoff,
Bruxelles bolto postal 31, Ixolles, 4) has occasionally
material on the Vlasov Movomont, in particular Nos. ave,

278 and 280, threo skotchos by A. Ossipov on tho ROD and tho
First Division of tho ROA (quotod by Dvinov),

In Fronch

6 "Los confidencos du Gonoral Vlasov", J'ai choisl
la potonco", Edition unlvers, Parls, copyright 1947,

This is a complotoly spurious concoction without
ovon on attompt to mako it at gll plausible to an informod
roador, Its intorost lios in that 1t might have bocomo tho
sourco of cortain logends about Vlasov, A mondacious pieco
of information can bo dotoctod by tho fact that tho dotalls
had boon borrowod from this booke Tho publishing firm which
lssuod it has Communist lecanings, but tho burpose of bringing
on the market such ut torly worthless rmatorial, tho falsity
of which can bo so oaslly proved, romains uncloar.

.

In Gormon
=~ Jrlnan

7 Karl Michel "0st und Wost. Dor Ruf Stauffonborgs",
Thomas Vorlag, Zurich, 1947 (287 Pagos).

Tho book purports to glvo an account of tho author!'s
éxporionce as a Gorman officor wlth Russian voluntoors during
tho last war. Its main thosis 1s that tho Russian voluntoor
movoment was thought by Stauffonborg to be a complomentary
movoment to his own Gorman conspiracy. I% is full of sympathy
towards tho Russian pooplo, spoaks higkly of the moralo of tho
of flcors and mon who sorved In tho voluntoor detachmonts and
who worc consgclously collaborating with thoso Gorman of ficorsg
who Intondod to ovorthrow Hitlon and National Soclalism, ro-
ostablish tho dignity of man and como to a brothorly undor-
standing with the Wost, It ig most uncomplimentary to
Vliasov and to Strik-Strikfoldt who aro roproesontod as supor-
ficial intriguors who corrupted and misusod tho ldoalism of

. the Russian voluntoors who wore originally in tho sorviceo of
tho groat Stauf fonborg plan. Tho roal lcadors of the voluntoors
ond their rogl friomds Woro, according to Michel, Gonorals
Holmich and K8string. All that is highly fanciful., Thore is
no ovidenceo of Stauffenborg's interest in the Vlasov Movoe-
mont. Ono sourco who tried to ostablish contacts with o
Gorman underground arganisation which proved to bo part of
Stauffqnborg's conspiracy (on the soeinl domocrat circuit),
roports that no sympathy was found for this Movoment, or
anything which might hampor the victorious march of tho
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Rod Army. Tho .author con hardly spoak Russian

himsolf. Ho was actually under tho commond of Hollmich

ard K8string and handlod tho adninistration of Russian
voluntoors in Franco., Tho book roflocts tho rivalry

whlch oxistod botwoon K¥string and Strik-Strikfeldt,

The lattor sponsored tho concentration of 211 Russian

forcos undor Vlasov!s command, so that thoy could

bc used as a national Russian army In order to start the
snow-ball nti~Commuinist movemont in Russia, whilo

Hollmich and K8string wantod to uso them under tho command
of tho Hoor for any purposcs with which tho Goncrals woro

in sympathy. Tho book has boen sharply roviowod in

"Christ und Wolt", K8string, according to Strik-Strikfoldt,
had dissociatod himsclf with tho author. Yot whon rocad with
caution, tho book givos en intorcsting picture of tho
oxtromoly complilcatod intriguoc which was goling on in tho
Gormen camp around the onormous and unuscd opportunitios
which tho Vlasovy Movomont prosontod to thom.

8. Bugoen Gagarin "Dio Ruckkehr dos Kornotts. Erzahlung
Franz Ehronwlirth Vorlag, Milnchen, 1948,

This work of filction of mediocro litorary
valuo givos a much morc adequato and truo to lifec picturec
of tho montality of a formr Russian Whito Guard officer
who joined the Gorman Army as an interprotor thon all tho
brotontious allogodly documontary work of Michol. Gagarin
(not a Princo) bdécamo an omlgro at a relatively lato dato
ond had ample opportunitios of studying Sovict Russia.
His account of the oxporioncos of g Russian in Gorman
uniform 1s basod on gonuine and detailod information and
1s on accuratc oxprossion of tho foellrgs and the situation
in which such poople found thomselvos by one who survived
this oxperionco.

9.  "Christ und Wolt" Stuttgart ‘

This wookly, publishod by what can bo doscribod
as a High Church Lutheran group, ofton gives exccllont
information about tho Sovict Union and Eastorn affairs in
gonoral. In Novorbor/ Docombor, 1949, throo articlos on
tho Vlasov Movomont appoarod which aro boliovod to bo
rollablo and woll-informed,

10, Vory considorablo matorial 1s containod in tho
full account of tho Niromborg Trial (Bluc odition). Tho
iIndicos arc howover not much holp in idontifying tho
Passogos in tho procoodings and in tho documcnts which
bear on tho Vlasov Movomont. Tho only mothod scoms to bo
to plough through all tho volume s, The sams mcthod socms
to be aypliod by Borils Dvinov of tho "Sot slalisticheskiy
Vostnik" (Sco 2),.

In Bnglish

11, Consideorablo matorial on tho Vlasov - Movomont

1s containoed in tho Digost issuod daily by the Monitoring
Scrvico of tho BeB.Ce (tho part doaling with Gorman Propa=
ganda in Russian). Thoso roports are far from comploto

and not always accurato. In viow, howovor, of tho difficulty
of obtaining Vlasov propaganda matorial during tho war, tho
Monitoring Digost can bo usod as a socondary sourcos
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. Russian English
ROD. (Russkoc Osvobodltelnos Russian Liberation
Dvizhenie) Movenent

Under thils name is known the whole of the anti-

- Communist movement which developed in CGerman-occupled
Burope in the last war, It dild not comprise the
political organisations of the old emigration, nor
the Russlan Nati-mal Soclallist Party, nor the N.T.3.

It was the political force behind %the Russian volunteers
gorving with tho German army known as

RCA (Russkaya Osvoboditclnaya Russian Liberation
Armlg) Army

Thoso wero the so=-called Vlasovisl who were under the
administrative command first of Goncral Hollmich and
lator of Gonoral KBstringe Tho two divisicns which
woro formed in 1944/45 and stood diroctly under tho
commarnd of General Vlasov woro also commonly kmown

as ROA gnd should not bo confusod with the wildor moaning
of the torm.

KONR (Komltot Osvobozhdenia Committoc for tho
Narodov Rossii) Liboration of the
Pcoplos of Russia.

This was the official namo of Vlasav'!z organisation whilch
was proporly cmstitubted aftor his agroomont with
Himmler and camc into tho opon at the Praguoc Congress
(Nov.14th,1944), Tho foaturc NR at tho ond is
gignificants Thc Committeo was not a Russian Committoo

. of Liboration, but protondod to unito the offorts of all

) tho nationalltios of Russia. This scoms to have beon

the first bono of contontion botwcon Vlasov and Himmlor.
Himmler following tho Rosenborg tradition dld not want
to soo tho nationality movomonts undor Vliasov'!s command.

Vlagov'!s claim to hoad tho liboration movements of all
tho pcoplcs of Russla camc as a surprisc to many Gormans
present at the Praguo Congrecss (Karl Michol). Tho
significont differonce botwcon "Russian" and "tho
Pcoplos of Russia" in tho titles of presont-day
organisatlons 1s somewhat differcnt. Thoso who stylo
themsclvos a Movemont of the Pcoplos of Russia accopt
the principle of fodoration and considor tho nationality
guostion alroady solved inside tho Soviet Union. The
posltion of those who style themsclvos fighters for the
futurc of Russia (for instance, tho Union for tho
Strugglo for thc Froodom of Russia of Molgounoff) is
loss deflnite on this point.

ATaODNR (Aktivistskl Tsontr Osvobodl- Centro of hction
tclnovo Dvizhondya Narodov Rosiil)of tho Liberation
Movemont of tho
Peoplcs of Russila

This was to be o contrc to co~ordinato the offorts of
tho organisations which intonded to carry on the work

of ROD on o now basis and was formed in 1947. 1t was to
unite tho .
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(a) SVOD (Soyuz Voinov Osvobozhditelnovo Union of Combatants
Dvizhenlya) ‘ of the Liberation
Movement

This was to be a union of former comrades in arms
pursuing the aim of mutual assistance and contacte.

(b) SAF (Soyuz Andreyevskovo Flaga) The Union of St.
: Androw's Flag.

This was to bo a para-military organisation keoping a
choeck on the officers! cadres with a view to rapid
mobilisation in case¢ of nocods As roported in theo toxt
SAF 1s now dividod aftor a group of former Vlasov
offlccors rcfusod to submlt to the rule of Geneoral
Glazonap. This group was known in March 1950 as the
Dclovaya Oppositsia (Working Opposition).

(o) VSMNR (Voovol Soyuz iolodozhi Pighting Union of
Narodov Rossii) the ¥outh of the
Pooples of Russia
In May 1948 tho V3MNR group was renamed

SBONR (Soyuz Borby za Osvobozhdeniya Unlon for the
Narodov Rossii) Strugglo for the
Liberation of tho
Pcoplecs of Russia.

Thccorganisation 1s d oscribod in tho roport in some
detail, Noither SAPF nor SBONR are now under the control

of LUl M.
NTS (Natsionalni Trudovol National Labour
‘Soyuz) Union .

This 1s the namp of tho movomont othorwise known as
the "Solidarists"., Thoir programmo has boon rovised
after tho ond of tho war and their activitios aro
concontratod around thoe oditorial of thc wookly

"POSSEV".
Looague Tho organisation which 1s roforrod to as "Tho
%oaguo" is tho "Lcaguo for tho struggle for Popular Freedom" (

(Liga Borby za narodnuyu Svobodu) called into being in

tho UeSe in March 1949, Its paper 1s "Gryadushchaya Rossig”
(Coming Russia) cdltod by Keronsky.
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The full toxt of’ ﬁfm ” or "Wlagovls 13 Points" is
as follows: (quoted f WADCT on thu Viasov movonent USSR/53/4L9

of July, 1949).

(1)  4bolition of Furcod Lobour and guarantee to the workcr of a genuine
right to choose cmploymunt conduclve to his moterial well-being.

(2) .ibolition of Collective Forms and an orpganiscd transfer of land to
private peasant ownership.

(3) The restoratin of trade and domestic handicraft industry, and the

creation of oppurtunitics for private initiative to varticipate in the
economic lifoe of the country.

(4) The croation of opportunitics for the inteclligentsia to work freecly
for the good of their country.

( 5) 4L guarantec of social justice and protection of the workers from any
kind of exploitation.

(6) The introduction for the worker of a genuine right to cducation, rocst
and old age pensiond.

(7) frnihilation of the rugime of terror and violence, the introduction of
genuine frecdom of roligion, censcionce, speech, association, and the
press. L guarantec of the inviolability of porson and property.

(8) A guarantee of national frecdom.

(9) Reloasc of all political prisoncrs of Bolshovism, and the return from
prisoms and labour-carps to their home coumbrics of all thosc who have
suffercd repression for their opposition to the Bolsheviks.

(10) The restoration at state cxponse of all towns and villages ruined in the
’ coursc of the war.

(11) The rostoration of state-ovmod factorios destroyed Juring the war.

'(12) Rofusal to make the payments laid down in the one-sided agrecoment

concluded by &talin with the /inglo~imerican capitalists.

(NOTE. The inclusion of this point requires some explanation. At the
time when che "programme" was being dravn up, the German radio
gave wide publicity to a report that in the north of Norway had

, been found a wroecked Soviet plane, containing the body of a
Sovict diplomatic courdicr. On the body was found tho original
copy of a secrot agrcoment, whercby Stalin had surrendered to
the Americans in exchange for military aid all the Baku oil,
basces at Murmansk ctce oos Naturally this report did not contain
a grain of truth, but it made a great impression at the tlme)

(13) Guaranteo to wor victims and their familics of a subsistence minimum.

The folliowing extract from the Praguc Monifesto (1L4th November, 1944) ,
published by SBONR as a supplcemont to "Borba" No.45, contains a list of 14
Points which roflect thc Smolunsk Programmc. The order is changed and Point
Nos+2e is new; but otherwise the Smolonsk programic and the Prague Manifcsto
arc substantially the samcs

MeeevesIn consequence, the roprescenbatives of the Peoplus of Russia, fully
realising their responsibilitics before their Peoplos, befors history ond
postority, with tho objoct of organising the comnon struggle against Bolshovism,
have formed the Comaittee for the Liberatinn of the Pooplos of Russia.

The objective of the Committee for the Lihoration of the Pooples of Russia

[N
a

‘a.). The overthrow of the Stalinist tyronny, the liboration of the Pecoples
. f?ﬁsﬂ‘a from the
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THE MOTIVES BEHIND THE
FORMATION OF THE VLASOV MOVEMENT

We have seen that the Vlasou+v movement developed in circumstances
in which all the 0dds were against it. At the beginning it was the
resistance of the all-powerful Rosenberg organisation and the strong
prejudice which Hitler felt against any such attempts as a Russian
National anti-Communist Army, that hampered its development. It is
only due to such men as Strik-Strikfeldt and his officer friends who
did not hwsitntebo use conspiracy, subterfuge and completely insincere
expediency arguments that the nucleus of the movement was saved from
disaster and a radical purge in 1943. When at last in 1944, after the
Himmlcr agreement, the movement was allowed to come into the open, the
odds were even greaters On the one hand, it was the duplicity of the
new protector of the movement, Himmler, and the 83 officers who were
attached to it, which prevented its development; on the other hand
it was the catastrophic turn which cvents took for the German Reiche
This is why the history of the movement rcads like a series of attempts
at great things which pctered out into relatively unimportant actions.
Thosc Germans who had an open mind on the Eastern problem soon under-
stood the magnitude of the opportunitics they had misscde Typical of
this belated understanding is the report of Brautlgam, of the Sccond
Dcpartment of the Ostministcrium, published in the documents of the
Nurenbczg Trial, The success of Vlasov!ls propaganda among prisoners
of war and the population of the occupled territories showed him and
others that the idea of using millions of prisoners of war, aftcr sub-
mitting them to a short re-cducation course, in thc fight against a
defoated Red Army might have led to a snowball effect, which would have
made the defeat of the Soviet Govermnment inevitable and its control of
the Red Army impossibles The Red Army Generals and officers who rallied
round Vlasov were a falrly representative cross-section of the Red

« Army and the prisoners of 1941/42 represented a large part of the Army
itself; yet they werc all ready to fight against the side which they
had served to the best of their abilitics only o few weeks before,

In the case of the high ranking officers,this readiness was not because
thoy wished to save their lives. They were kept in relatively tolerable
conditions and they had every reason to believe that they would survive
in this situation until thec cnd of the war. Besides, meny of them

had proved courageous men who were ready and accustomed to endurc great
personal hardships for a cause to which they were attached.e Nor were
they won by bribery and adulation. Vlascv, Trukhin and Malyshkin
understood clearly the fluctuating position which their fricnd Strik-
Strikfeldt had to try to kecp stcady. Vladov himself was in no
sympathy with National Socialist ideoclogy, nor did he believe in a

final victory of Nazi Germany. Having beaten the Germans on the
approaches to Moscow, he could have no faith in the invincibility of
the German 4 His outlook on world affairs (duc to his stay in
China in 193;?§9) must have made clear to him the magnitude of the

task which Hitler had undertaken and by the autumn of 1942, when he
pledged his collaboration to Strik-Strikfeldt, he could not have believed
he was Joining the winning side. Ambition certainly was a dctermining
factor in his behaviour, as it might also have been in that of many of
his associlates. But the course of action which he chose Just as often
wounded his pride and humiliated his ambition as it gratified thems

He was fully conscious of being considered a traitor, a Quisling and a
men who had sold his honour. This was brought home to him not only

by the abuse of Sovict proPaganda, but dlrectly by some Russian emigrés

of the old emigration and by t s treatment he rcccived
from Nazi officials. moved him to accept the

50X1-HUM

course of action he dld an o onter into 150001at10n with Strik-Strikfeldt

/and his
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of Russia from the Bolshovik systen and the restoration to the
Pooplus of Russia of the rights which they won in the nopular
rovolution of 1917, . .

b)e To cnd the war and conclule n honeurchlc peace with Gurmany.

c). The creation of a now fruo popular 3tate xrlthout the Bolshevils
and exploiters.

The Committoe puts the following main princinles as the basis of the
new Poopluts State:

(1) The equality of «ll the Puoules of Russin and their gonuine right to
nationadl developmont, solf determination wmd gtate indepundence

(2) The foundation of ~ natinnl 1 hour regine in which 211 the intercsts
of the stnte arv subordinated 4o the tasks of reising the wlfnre ond
fougtering the progress of the notion.

(3) The prosurvation of peace and the cstoblishient of fricendly relntions
with all countrizs and the wiversel developnent of inteinotional
collaboration.

(/4.) Broad state mensurcs fer strensthening the £anily and worricges.  Genuvine
cquality of rights for wonen.

(5) The nbolition of Forced Lebour ond the guareantee to all workers of a
senuine rizght to choose vnployment conducive to their materinl well-being,
the vstoblishucnt of paymont for all kinds of work in »rooortions which
guarantee the cultural, lovel of lifc.

(6) The abolition of Geliuvctive Faras md the £roe tronsfor of land to
private ponsant wmcershin.  Thoe freeden of the forms of holding carncd
by labour. The freoo exploitation of the products of private lubour, the
abolition of emforced duliverivs =nd the snnulient of ohlisations to
the Sovict suthoritics.

(7) The estoblishment of the inviol~bility of bersonel propoerty corned by .
labour. {fhe restoration of trade, domestic handicra ft 1ndustry and the
creation of opoortunitics for privete Inltiotive seeeases

vasses Lo particinate in the domestic life of the cuuntry.

(8) The cruation of opportunitivs for the Intelligentsia to work freuly for
the good of their couwntry.

(9) Theguorantoe of socinl justice -nd Drotocti n of the workers from oll

~ eyt

cxploitation, rogardloess of thuir arijin and past ~ctivity.

(10) The intrcduction for all without oxeedtien of the senuine right to froe
clucation, nciicnl asslstonce, rogt and ol 27¢ pensions.

(’H) fnnihil~tion of the rogine of terrer -nd violerce. The abolition of
violent renovels ~nd mass exiles. The introduction of geruine frgodon
of religsion, conscicnce, spucch, zgsuclation and the oress. The guarantce
of the inviolability of verson, propurty and Conicile. The cauality of
all before the lav, the indopendenco -nd public proccudings of the Courts.

(12) The Liberation of the political priscncrs of Bols huvisgn snd the retum
froa vrisons and lobour comns to thelr hones Of all those who were sube
Jeceted to revression for thoeir strus;le ao~dinst Bolshovisie No revense

and corsceution for thoge vho break of f thu strusole fsvr Stalin cnd

Bolsheviem, roordless of whethor they e nducted the strus~:le from cone
victicn or curmpulslan,

(13) The restur-tion of strbo=ovmed Drovoerty, dcstroyed in the course of the
war - towms, villages, -nd stoto~owmoed works and factorics.

(1) State insurance of War invalics -nd their fumilics
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Service in a responsible poaition in thc Soviet Union requires an
enormous effort in controlling one's feelings .and thoughtss A man in
such a position has no place wherc he can discuss openly any emotional
or intcllcctual recaction which may arise spontancously from obscrvation
of the facts around him, Should he do so he would soon become known
as a waverer, an unreliablec clement, and a person who cannot be trusted
to carry out the decisions of the "Government and Party". This ability
to conceal one's spontancous reactions is highly characteristic of the
bchaviour of the ambitious and successful Soviet officer or officials
Astonishment, spontancous indignation, even spontancous intercst, have
to be controlled under the me&sk: of the unperturbed and determined bchaviour
which can not be shaken by any factual or verbal argument proving it to
be wrong or stupide "Stoikost (tenacity)" is one of the main virtues
required of the Sovict man and espemsially of one in a responsible position.
Tcnaclity can be demonstrated only by skilful concealment both of the spon-
taneous reactions ol normal human feelings and the activity of a natural
intellects  Weaker minds ond characters succomb to this treatment to the
extent that normal reactions become rudimentary and leave no permament
trace in the memory of the subjects  Such people become complete automata.
The stronger the personality, however, the more powerful and organised will
be the mass of concealed (if not "inhibited") reactions.  Under Western
conditions almost every reaction of importance finds expression in verbal
forms. Pcople, even when controlledin public, look up a friend or confide
to their family what they have expericnced and "what they think of it".
Even when this is not possiblc, people formulate their reactions in silent
monologuc with themsclves. To a vcry considerable degrece all this is
impossible in the Soviet Union. Source has the impression that even
monologucs with onesclf arc confincd to those who do not seek a leading
position in public life. For onc who is in a responsible position,
thoughts on public affairs must follow the forms prescribed by the
Party. One has to be trained evcn at moments when one is left to
oncselfe It might be of interest to remember that an Ameriecan journalist
who met Gencral Vlasov in 1941 was impressced by his muttering the whole
vime to himself "we must beat the Fascist invader'. In orde. to give a
fair chance Of escape to such concealcd impressions, reactions, impulses
and thoughts, a situation must be brought about where the effort to con-
ceal loscs its importance in such vital matters as the preservation of a
man's lifc or the fulfilment of his personal ambitions.

The Soviet Gencrals who werc taken prisoner in the first phasc of
the war found themsclves, often for the first time in their lives, in a
situation where there was no need to conceal or control thelr rcactions.
Their personal careers werce finished, the world in which they had lived
was being engulfed in a gigantic cataclysm and they were free to look
back on their lives in the way the spirit of a dead man looks back on
his carthly existence in a "what happened after death" modern play.
Morc than that: they could converse with cach other and comparc their
reactions, which they would ncver have dared and never even thought of
communicating to each other in what had becn their normal life in the
U. 5. B+ Re To their surprisc thesc reactions were very much the same,
in srite of the differcnces of descent, education, career and general
outlook, They all were difficult to express or explain to anybody
who had not had a long expericnce of Soviet lifes  But between themsclves
these men understood each other with extreme ease. If we try an approxi-
mation of what these people told cach other it might be something of this
kind.

"We have always accepted by our bchaviour the legend of a happy and
frec life of the Soviet peoplc. In fact, we knew that this was not true.
We all knew that the standard of living of the mass of people is sxtremely
low; that the sufferings of the peasant class during collectivisation
have been immeasurablec and many of' our relatives have perishcd in the
process of "brecaking the kulaks". These sufferings were and are imposed
on the Russian people for the sake of establishing a social order in the
futurc, the value of which and the possibility of which we never had an
opportunity to discuss and which we wcre forced to take for granted if
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we wanted to advance in life,and take part in the administrative machine
which runs the country. In fact there is no proof that the sacrifices
made by the people and the hardships endured are either necessary to bring
about a communist society or are sufficient to achieve such an aims  None
of us would ever be allowed to recommend o measure or a line of policy,
arguing that that may be thc best and cheapest way to achieve the vaguely
formulated ideals The only thing which mattered in our life was to prove
our efficiency and our faithfulness to the govermment. All our contacts

in Soviet high places proved to us that the government was intercsted in
the welfare of the people, the progross of social conditions and the
efficiency of the services, only in so far as 1t meant a strengthening of
their powers  Any mcasure which would wesken or jeopardise the grip of
the govermnment over the country, however great a value it might represent
to the people, was considered treason and was punished as a deviation and
a crimc. In particular, the government was ready to sacrifice the efficien~
cy of the army by a purge which involved the elimination and death of a
number of officers many times greater than that of any possible group of con=
spirators. In this they made a mistaken calculation because they were not
given sufficient time to build up an officers! corps adequate to the task of
warding off German aggression. So that in fact the question "what arc the
people suffering for?" (Za chto stradact narod?) must be answeredi: "in
ordcr to ensure that Stalin and his clique remain in powers"  There was
no amount of suffering, degradation and frustration which the ruling
clique would not inflict on the people for the sake of securing and safe-
guarding their prescnt position. This is why only two attitudes are
possible towards them. Either the one which the Generals adoptced before
the collapse which was "I have scrved you homestly and well and do not ask
you for your titles to order me about', or the one of uncompromising enmity
which could be expressed in the words "however near your conception of what
you want to do with Russia may be to my desires and my aspirations, you must
£0 because you will betray every ideal on the basis of which an honest co-
operation might be established, the moment you think that securing it will
mean weakeoning or eclipsc of your power'.

This, according to source, was what the talk of uncompromising rejec-
tlon of the Sovict regime means in the language of Vlasov, his collaborators
and his presentday successorse The Generals were surprised to find that
this outbreak of protest and hatred against the regime, which had becen so
long suppressed, was common to them all. They understood each other almost
without words. Their understanding was not based on any ideological
affinity, Malyshkin was a man with a friendly, Christian outlook on the
worlde Vlasov had decp philosophical interests, could spend nights in
succession in philosophical discussion, wanted to see Berdyaev and finally
landed in the hands of a muddle-headed Viennese idealist philosopher.
Trukhin was an atheist, an ascetic types 2Zhilenkov was a product of
Party cducation and Party carser. But they were genuinely at one in
their attitude to the Soviet Government.

When source realised the nature of this opposition to the Soviet
regime on the part of the Generals, he wondered whether it could be stated
that practically any Sovict General, high offielal or officer, who found
himself in the position of Vlasov, would have donc the same. He put the
question to Strik-Strikfuldt, who looked at him with his candid pastoral

. look and asked: "Do you want to know whether thc British can find a

Vlasov?'  He told him that that was not quite what he meant, and explained
the general bearing of the question. Strik-Strikfeldt's answer was: "From
a purcly subjective point of view, you arc right. Vlasov himself used to
say that if he hod not acted as he did, any other normal Soviet Gencral
would have done so in his placc. He was also sure that in given circum-
stanccs such men as Rokossovsky or Vatutin would have done so, but" Strik-
Strikfeldt went on, “from the point of view of the success of the movement
V1las oV was of exceptional value. His name was widely known and hils repu=~
tation was established inside Russias People trusted him becausc he was
onc whose opposition to the régime had the same basis as their own., There
was no need for him to prove that he was not a foreign agent or an encmy

of the Soviet régime, because it stood in the way of the restitution of his
rights and privileges. In spite of a fairly comfortable carcer hc had

“suffercd that humiliation of his human dignity which, if it is allowed to

/rise and
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rise and become voecal, will dominate the political conviction of an enormous
majority of Soviet people."

-

Tho real moving force behind Vlasowvw's action and the basis of the co-
hesion which existed, and still exists between him and his followers were
the roleased feelings of opposition and repressed thoughts in the mind of
every Soviet citizen living under the Comminist régimes These come out in
the open as soon as the pressure under which these people live is removed by
force of circumstances. The latter point is of some importance. People
who belong to the Vliasov Movement will often hint in conversation in a
more or less vague manner at cortain anti-Soviet activities which they were
carrying out in the Soviet Union, It has already been reported that
Vlesov himself claimed to have belonged to an opposition Officer's Group
"The Union of Russian Officers", This statement was not fully believed
by source's iniormant whosc admiration and devotion to Vliasov is great.
Source has no doubt that in all these stories a certain process tekes place
of crcating an articulate opposition in the past on the basis of the present
articulate oppositions The latent hatred of the régime was certainly there
and signs of it might have easily been detected by thosec who felt it in their
surroundings. It is easy when the hatred has become articulate, to present
the carlier stage of inarticulate feeling as an active and conscious revolu=
tionary action of which therc might have been,in the majority of cases, no
trace in reality. The more fact that a Soviet officer in a high position
will show a completely loyal and even enthusiastic attitude to the régime
should under no circumstences allow us to believe that, provided the situa-
tion changes radically, he will not display exactly the same attitude to
the Soviet régime as did Vlasov and his collaborators. Surely a man like
General Kvashnin must have had in his mind all the elements, feelings and
thoughts which brought about his decision to flee from the Soviet Union at
a-time when he was carrying out in the most rigid way the policy dictated
by the GOvermnment during his stay in Berlin. It would only have needed the
developing powers of a Strik-Strikfeldt to bring out these feelings and
thoughts in such a way “hat it might have saved the lives of Kvashnin and
his family and done a considerable service to the Western causes On the
other hand, had Vlasov: been successful during the Second Shock Army operation
he would have probably been promoted a Marshal of the Soviet Union and his
opposition to the régime might never have become articulates Most Soviet
peoplc are clearly conscious of this circumstance, Pozdniakov told source .
of his experience of a Soviet Army girl who was taken prisoner and brought
to him for interrogation. Dejected and depressed, she stood before him
obviously believing that he had the power of life and death over hers He
told her the usual story of her having teen misled by communist propagands
and asked her to Join the Vlasov propagandist schools  She looked at him
fiercely and said: "You know, Colonel, who you are? You arc a traitor,"
By that time Pozdniskov knew the type and immediately recognised in her a
potentially excellent anti~-Soviet propagandist - which is what she actually
beocame, Soviet people who have turned anti-communist due %o changed clr-
cumstaonces know very well that the switch~over to anti-communist articulate
thinking can hardly ocoeur as a result of the spontaneous activity of the
subjccte  They understand this and take it into consideration. The process
is, however, irreversible., Pcople who have gone through the change from
latent to articulate enti-communism do not easily fall wack into the form
which precceded this change, The Soviet govermment is clearly awarc of this
and no amount of loyalty declarations on the part of these people would dupe
the Statc Police authoritiess It is truethat therc was a certain amount -
- .of communist infiltration in the Vlasov movement itself, But there is no
: doubt that the Police files, the photostatio coples of which source received
. from Washington, in which Zhilewukov is accused of working for Moscow and

other members of the group of Generals are similarly suspected are Jjust
police informers' nonsenses There were, however, cases of communi st
activity inside the Vlasov movement of which the ocase of Bushmanov is the
most spectacular (See Nikolaevsky). But these people were either Soviet
spies sent to carry out diversion work, like Kapustin, and thercfore had

- never undergone the change of heart to which source has referred, or else
they were sent with such hatred of the Germans caused by their experience
of German atrocities in Russia and among the Ostarbeiter, that they decided
to link up with the communists in order to bring down the Reich. All this
docs not mean, howov&ver, that the period of repression of all thought and
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focling in the Sovict Union loaves no trace on the mentality of on anti=

© Conmunist Soviet man. What roemains is a feeling of intense fouar in the facec
of tho Soviets. When source asked Strik-Strikfcldt's opinion of Vliasov's
courage, ho said that he was surprissd by the couragoe of the man in face of
the Germans. Ho would have died courageously if hanged by the Germens or
the Wostern Allics, but Vlasov was profioundly conscidus of the continuous
pressuro of fcar of the NKVD., This attitude bocamc manifest at the moment
of tho surrenders. When Vlagov officors driving wostwards to surrender to the
Americons were overtaken and stopped by Red Aymy mon, they would net make
use of their arms, but would follow meekly and start ncgotiations ond hope
for deliverance by the Allics. Only in the field worc they rcady to fight.
They rcmained soldicrs and worc not revolutionary conspirators. It would
need a careful ssleetion to choose agents amonyy them who would go back %o
Russia for gsubversive revolutionary activity.

¥Wc have seen that the basis 8f the understanding between Vliasov and
hig supporters was originally negatives +ho hatred of the Stalin roegime
end the determination to work for its overthrows In order to achicve
offcctive cooperation of the widest circles of the Soviet citizens of ycster-
day thero was no ncod for an claborate programme for the future of national
Russine The thirteon points of tho Smolensk vrogramme reflect this situation.
They arc a kind of “set the pcople frec" programme, no directed labour, no
collcetive farms, free trade =nd free work for srtisans , independence of
intellcctual work from rate control, social welfarc and the protection of
labour, abolition of terror, frecedom of recligion, conscioncec, specch,
matings and press, libeoration of all political prisoners, in a word - a kind
of welfarec statee This was all that was hecessary to rally the masses round
Vlagove No mention of national sovereignty wias made, probably in order -
not %o provoke unfabourable reaction from the Rosenberg cligue. The refusal
to make any payments "on account of the cxtortionate obligations into
which Stalin had entered with the Anglo= Amcrican capitalists" could be
interpreted as a denunciation of the Lond~Lease agrecments and was also
introduccd to placate Germen propagendists. As time went on the neecd wos
felt for a more defined and positive programse. The Vlasovites looked round
for what preparatory work had been done for such a programme by the old
Russian emigration. The belief that the 014 emigration wos doing work of
considerable political importence is widespread in Russia, anc. the real
situation wos a sober lesson for many of the New emigrants. Contacts between
the old emigres and the Vliasov movement were strongly discouraged by the
Germens. The German-sponsorod Russian omigre orgenisations were selccted
from the extreme-right groups of ultra-monarchisgts and from admirers of the
National Socialist orders In Germmony the emigration was ruled with a rcd
of iron by Biskupsky, who had beon a porsonal fricnd of Hitler sincc the
days of the Munich Putsch in 1922. ToBiskupsky ond men likc him, Vliasov was
morely a kind of Bolshevik, not much better than the rest. To Vlasov tho
_ subservient pro-Nazi attitude of these groups was intolerable. In particular
anti-semitic propaganda, colourcd by scmi-off'icial statements from Zhilenkov
and others, was never includdl in the official. or programme pronouncemcntse
The Nazis on their side understood that the yaluc of the Vlasov movement
ag a @lsrupting force would be raduccd to nothing if he came out with the
the extroeme reactionary vicws of a Biskupsky or a Markov Vtoroi, despite the
sympathy they folt for tlcsc peoplec. Source met in Gormany cmigres who werc
working for the Nazid on the linecs of Zhercbkov and Biskupsky. Their attitude
to the Soviet pcople is still thot they consist of 99% scoundrels and 1%
gaints. Only a war, in which all the military means of extermination, including
the A~bomb should be used, can put this sorc on the body of hunanity under
control. Now that the task of fighting Bolshevism falls to the Anglo-Amcricans,
they should go to war as soon as possible and esteblish in Russia a regime
: under the supervision of a Control Com:iission with strong military support,
. which would ro-educatc one or two generations of Russions and reduce the por-
centage of scoundrels. Meeting this kind of ideology gave a severe shock
to Vlasov and his associates. The mannor in which they were oddressed by
these people was profoundly objectionahle to thems Even when in 194 cnthu~-
siastic letters of support, including large cheques for the work of KONR were
received, Malyshkin felt indignant at being addressod as "Excelloncy". As
an oxtremc complimont Vlasov once said to Orlov: "Although you are an emigre,
really by your mentality you belong to use You have been under Soviet rule
for a few months in Riga and you know what it is likoe" Thore was, however,

a graﬁ_:qr‘[ﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁ‘ron which was playing an important rolc among th?
i E “n younger gencration.
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younger generation. This was the NTS, which developed out of the "Naticnal
Union of Youth of the Now Generation". Their history goes back to the
Lepitimist Group called Mladorcssy. In the late twontics they produccd a
slogon " A Soviet State with'a Tsar". They urged the younger goneration to
gtudy corcfully and without prejudicc the development of Sovict institutions
and give up all plans of personal cconomic restoration. At the some time
they were strong nationalists and gupportors of a Monarchist regime. Tho
National Union of Youth droppod the Logitimist princivle in its rigid fom,
but mainteduedthe domend for a closc study of Sovict institutions, for active
revolutionary work inside Rusaia and for o strong nationalist trond. Its
ideology in the thirtics was affoctod by various factors: the Eurasian theory,
ideag of o corporative state as developed by Othmar Spamn, admiration for
the success of Nogi propaganda, the writings of the brothers Soloncvich who

had Just flod froa the Sovicet Uniun and started a violent anti~communist
compairm, the idcology of the remmants of the Whitc Armics as represented

by the ROVS and the Gallipoliytsy, cte. The NTS worked mainly among Russion
cilgre youth in thoir teens, organised scouts and study groups r cconomic

and political questions and claboratced a programme which they submitted to
the Germans as the draft of a future constitution of Russiaa They were to

a cortain cxtent tolerated by the Germans. Youths from their ronks vrere
¢nrolled in the Gorman amy and the SS as inverpreters for the East. On the
question of their attitude to the Germons " NS was divided as far as source
can rémember from his time in Progue (up o 1939) , but overy oprortunity to
£o to Rugsia in any capacity was graspoed cogerly by the young mca, the more

so as the alternative would have been work in war industry inside the Reich.
Through the intermediary of onc of their wembers (Tregubov) who was a relative
of Trukhin, the NTS (Natiocnal Lobour Union) got in touch with the Viasov
Movement. In the publicotions of the NTS more than anywhore clsc the ideo=
logists of the Vlasov Movement found ready-nade fomules to oxpress their
vagucly conceived ideas about the future structure of a National Russian Statc.
And, withowt doubt, the Solidarist, or NTS, idcology influcnced the propaganda
and the idcological basis of the Vlasov moveront considerably. Trukhin hime
gelf becamc o member of the NTS and a number of NTS activists werc cmployed
in the KONR administration. The Prague Manifesto of 14th Novombor, 194 re=
producced the 13 points of the Smolunsk progromae with the addition of a new
one, point 2, which put as one of the aims of EONR tho “establishment of a
nabional labour regime wder which all the intorcsts of the State would be
subordinatcd to the task of improving the welferce and fostering the progress
of the nation". The mention: of the "national labour regime" which is the :
product of NIS or Solidarist ideology should hot be taken as an acceptance

of the Solidarist programme as a whole by the Vlasov movement. The main
diffcerence lay in the tactics by which the overthrow of the cammunist regime
had to be achivveds The Solidarists claimed to play not only o loading part
in the coming national rovolution, but practically cxeluded all other anti-

comunist moverionts which scemed to them to dimpcde the roevolutionary work of
the NIS. Thoy claimed to have ecducated and produced the nucleus of o rovos
lutionary clitc which was to heood the Russian national revolution and lead

it towards the costablishment of tho "Notional Labour Regime". This claim

wes of course not accepted by KONR. What made the Solidarist programc attrace
tive to the Vlasov moverment wes the idea of a Statc which aimed at irmproving
the welfarc of the mosscs in Russia and not at an ideological chimera like tho
ostablishmont of a comwnist sociloty or the achicvement of World Revolution.
The contawts of ROD with NT'S go back to 1943. In 194 NTS got into trouble
with the Germans and o large number of its mombers wore soent to concentration
camps, It 1s about thot tinc and perhaps not under the pressurc of thesc cvents,
thoat Trukhin  officielly rosignod from NIS. Nevortheless Vlasov did not losc
intercst and much was donc by tho Vlasov movenunt to obtain the recleasc of
those arrcsted by the Gormanse We shall cane back to the rclations between
“the Solidarists and the Vlasov movenent at o later stagee

Moro significent than the idcas borrowed from the semi=-fascist ideology
of NIS, wng the insistence of Vlasov that he was going to bring about the
completion of the national Russion revolution of the 23rd Fcbruary, 1917.
This was a bold statement to make in the facc of tho Germans and the extromely
reactionary part of the Russian coigration which was then in favour and to
which the Fobruary and Octobor revolutions were cqually odious. The complex
motives which determined Vlasov to writce the February date on his banner must
have been the following: He was not in sympathy with the restoration of the
political and econanic conditions of the Tsarist .regime. He know that any
suspicion that the ROD might pt,réxﬁ ]‘_cﬁu alm of cconomic restoration, the rotum
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of landowners and factory ovmers and the rc-introduction of class privilegos
would compromise him in the eycs of the peoplc. Monarchist propagenda might
have a certain-.puccess among the lowost strata of tho peasants, but would
never bo popular among people of Vlasov's own type and the movemont would
ccasc to appcal to the officicnt Soviet citizen who takes part in the indus-
trial and adminstrative spparatus and on whosc ultimate collaboration Vlasov
rolicd in the lust instancoe. Sccondly, the revolution of February, 1817 was
clecarly a non-class popular uprising which opencd opportunities to all tho
frustrated forces of the Russian pcople. It is the releasc of these curbed
and frustrated t'orcos which made his movement popular among those compatriots
whan he could reach and he bolieved that this would bocome the cxplosive force
which would overthrow the oxtromoly cfficient mechonism of oppression in Russiae
Of coursc tho rovolution of February, 1917 failed through the weaknoss of the
Provisional Government and the usurping of pover by tho Commmnist Party. The
mistokes of the Provisional Government should not be repcateds  The freedom
of the people must be maintaincd and protected by tho government against all
attempts to usurp it. How this could bo done without cmtrusting vowors to the
government which would moke the frocdom of +the beople illusory, was not clear
either from Vlasov!s programme and statoments, or from the idcology of the
Solidarists, or from that of any other system known to sourcc which has been
put forward by the Russian emigrations, old and now.

The slogan calling for the completion of the naticnal revolution of 1917
was popular and was rightly understood by Vlasov's followers. On no account
did it moan a link-up with the policy of the Provisional Government, but it
did mean an appeal to dircet political action by the masses, a kind of decentrale

ised popular revolutionary action out of which the New Russia would emcrgcs
It wos based on an act of faith in the ability of the Russians to avoid anarchy
and produce a Government of the People for the Pecople by the People, provided
they had learmed the lesson of October, 1917 and would not allow themselves to
be lured into serfdom by a fanatical clique pursuing aims which were alicn o
their aspirations. This faith was nurtwred by a convietion that the idea of
social Justice and human brotherhood is inhecrent to the Russian soul and that
this idoa is far superior to anything rcached in this dircction by the nations
of the Weste With certain present=day idcologists particularly in the Soliw
darist movement this faith in the "Russion men" assumes Mossionic proportions.
The Gonerals and Colonels of the Vlasov movement wore » however, realists. They
clearly undorstood that those admirable Russian qualities, in which they fere
vently belicved, could not produce an ideal society by thomsclves, but nceded
protection and guidance.

All this goes far to show that the idcology of tho Vliasov movement was
nothing liko a Russian versiun of Gorman National Socialism end that it wos
rooted in and developed out of certain foclings and aspirations which arc
vory widcly sprcad in all strata of Rugsian gocicty. This is vhat makes the
Vlagov movement such an important event. In the latter gtages of the war
Viasov and his collaborators clearly saw that they werce on the verge of disastor.
In a fatalistic way they accepted it, but sourcc thinks thoy worc right in
gaying that oven if they porishcd the movement which they had started would go
on, not as an organiscd political forece, but as the start of a change of heart
insidc the Sovict Uniwn, which would finally bring about the downfall of the
Comunist regime.

As camparcd with this most important point, tho question of Vlasov!s
subscrvicnee to the Germans, of the scrvicos his movemont rendorcd to the
Gemans in their war offort, of his copliance with demands of Germon Propa=
ganda, which have been much debatod in the Russion and forcign pross, are
matters of minor importances The Nazis, - Hitlor , Himmler ond Rosenborg -
wore fully awarc that full usc of Vlasov as a collaborator could be made only
at the cost of giving up their own plan for rcorganising the Eastern Arca.

They understood that if thoy let him act, he would soon becoro a force which
would be, to spoak in their jargon, "a subject and not an objcct" in the form=-
ation of Russia. Thoy never would agrce to that. . They tolcrated his propaganda
becauge they could be persuaded of its disruptivo effect on the fighting
capocity of the Red Army. It is characteristic that defections of Rod Arxmy men
to the so-called Vlasov dotachments (who in fact werc Russian volunteers, not
under control of Vlasov but who were carrying out his propaganda acrogss the
front line) continued until the latest stages of the war. On the other hand,
Russian voluntecr groups werc choap and officiont in controlling the occupied
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territories and in tho struggle against the partisans. The main roward or
bribe, which was given to them was the hope that at some moment they would
become ® part of the real Russien Lray. As previously stated, Vlasov's orgen-
igotion cannot be held responsible for tho cxcesses committed by some of these
detachments, cspecially in the war egainst the partisans. And yet there is an
amount of guilty cmseicnce among the formor participants. of the movement
for not having done enough to stop Gorman atrocities and oxcesses during tho
ware The draft programmc of the SBONR (Borba 1949 s 6=7) and the lotters of
Meandrov from the POW camp in 1946 reflect these feolings. Two things should
be borne in mind in connection with this questions The Gormans with whom
Vlasov was intimately canceted (such as Strik-Strikfoldt and Aschenbrenncr)
werc cwnscious of what was going on s deplorod it and went to tho furthest
possible limit in the Third Reich %o countemoct its They argucd that the
only way to improve the fate of the porulation in the occupied territories
was to incroase the political importance of the movoment. This could be done
not by protesting against gingle atrocitics and acts of cruclty, but by con-
centrated political action. On the other hand, Soviet Genecrals were trained
in Russia "to mind their own bugincss™. They should not be overcriticised
for keeping quisct about German atrocitiss as long as their opposite numbers
in the Red fiumy with whom they sharcd their politisal and sociel cducation
were not expectod to vaise their voices against the cxcesses of the NKVD
and the concentration camps in the Soviet Union.

! <
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There remains one question in this connection about which a word should
be said because of the stir it has cavrsed in Russian cmigre circles after
Nikolaevsky had published Lis first (and only) two articles on the Vlasov
movement in the "Noviy Zhournal". This is anti~somitism. The absence of any
anti~semitic statomont in the official pronouncements of the movoment is
spectaculer enough, if one knows the importance attached to anti-semitism by
the Nazis and if one compares the Vlesov programnc with the pronouncements
of Quisling groups in other countries. Thore is also no doubt thet Vlasov
was put under strong pressure to'dissociate" himself from tho Jevs. Tho
concession he made, no doubt reluctantly, was to say that Jews were not con=
sidered one of the peoples of Ru:sia for whose liberation ROD was fightinhe.
There is also ovidence that thoro was a cortain amount of anti=senitic talk
by his collaborators, mainly Zhilenkov » Which slipped into the Vlasovite pross,
tho control of which was not entirecly in Vlasov's honds. Therc is certainly
anti-semitic feeling in the Soviet Union and anti-semites Joined the Vliasov
movement. There was no way for Vlasov to control their statements ond it
would be too much to expect from Vlasov instructions or orders forbidding anti-
semitism. Anti-semitic menifestations which certainly occurred during the
period 1942/45 were picked upan by the Russian-Jewish social democrats in
America to show that Vlasov could in no way be considered a democrat and that
he wos entirely in the hands of hig Goyman masters. Nothing could be more
wrong. There were hardly any Jews in the movement becausc any Russian prisoner
suspected of being a Jew was eliminated and killed by the Germans. In the case
of Zykov, however s Vlagov was informed that he wag a Jew and so werc the pcople
in Vlesov's immediate cntourage. They wernod Zykov to be oxtremely carcful and
measures woro takon to provent any photographs of him appearing in the press.
The final solution of the "Jewish Question" was loft to & timo when the movee
ment could bocome independent of Nazi control and gverything wag done not to
projudice the movements future attitude towards Jews in the Soviet Union. The
Nazi treatment of Jews in the occupied provinces, in Riga, Slutzk and in the
Ukraine, provoked the strongest indignation » Oven among those Russians who
Tolt strongly against the Jews and the rolc playod by them in supporting the
commmnist rogimos This indignation was sharcd by Vlasove The touchiness of
Aronson end the like on this quostion is, in sourco's opinion, a clear casc
showing that tho fenr of anti-semitism among Jewlsh intellectuals can become
Just as strong a prejudice affecting an impartial judgement in political
affalrs, as anti=somitism itsclf. There is no doubt that Viasov did not add
eny fuel to the Nazis' enti-scnitic firoe

An assossment of tho importance and significance of the Vlasov movenent
would not be complete without o study of tho Sovict reaction to it. Source
congidors that the Soviet Govormment and the NKVD wore tho only placcs in the
world which wore not surprised by the emergence of the Vlasov movoment, end
further that thoy must have boen more bropared for this eventuality than the
Gorman war machine or the protagonists of tho Vlasov movement themselves.

They know too well what systematic and untiving efforts must be spent in order
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to curb and-exterminatc any opposition in the Soviet Union and they must
have had no illusions about the development in the mentality of the Soviet
poople who, through the vieissitudes of war, would find thcmselves ocutside
their controls Their task was, howover, not casy. [nywopaganda against
Vlasov, from which Sovict people could indirectly learn about the oxistence
and aims of the movement , would havc been highly detrimontal to Soviet
morale. On the other hand, Vlasov propaganda in the occupied territorics
threatencd to campranise the fomation of a wide=gprcad partisan movenment
in the roar of the German army and had to be countoracted. Moscow was, on
the whole, astonishingly woll infomacd of what was going on in the occupied
territorics and in the POW camps. The Nurcnborg papers contain a number
of refercnces in which the Nazis cxpress their astonishment at the correct
information contained in the first Molotov Note on Gormon atrocities. (1942).
Novertheless, the Soviet espionage system would not rest in peace untbil it
knew every detail of the organisation of the Vlasov novement. Orders worce
given to partisans to collect all possible information about Russion volune
beer detachments in 1942 and Vlasov's visit to the occupicd territorics in
the spring of 1943. Later, Sovict agents woro sent across the front with
agsignments to penotrate the Vliesov movement, to carry on dispuptive propo=
ganda and to organise the assassination of Vlasov, Malyshkin and other members
of tho Comittec. The assassinetions seem to have beon considered pacrticu~
larly important by the NKVD. They would demonstrate to the Russians outside
tho pormanent control of the NKVD the length of its arm and help to maintain
tho atmosphere of torror which would provent the development of articulate
anti~Soviet cpposition. Thesc plans never succecded, but murders of volunteer
dotachment leaders did occur from time to time and there is atrong evidence
to show that the frchbishop of Riga, Sergius, was killed by Sovict partisans
and not, as was claimed aftor the war, by the Germans thomselves. The very
cunplicated story of this event wos told to source by Professor Grirm, but
would occupy too much space to relate in this memorandum)e In the leaflets
igsucd officially by the Red irmy oh the Vlasov question, in.the articlcs
about Vlagov published in various papers printed for the partisans, there is
hardly any polemic against the Vlasov 13 points, the idcological side of the
Vlagsov movement is campletoly ignorcd, he is abuscd as o traitor, Judas,
boot-licker, drunkard and so on, and the point is madc that he has sold hime=
s0lf to the Germans and is selling Russian blood to them. Great emphasis is
placed on the assertion that to serve Vlasov is to serve a lost causc. Yot
Soviet propaganda had to aplain away the fact that Vlasov had becen the defender -
of Moscow and a much advortiscd figurc in the Red frmy. In some of the articles
published in the »artisan press the fact of his having commended the 2nd Shock
Army is not denied, but it was sald that he had botraycd it to the Gormans.
"Answor Judas Vlasov, why didn't you returm by 'plane to Moscow ag you were
ordered, and why did you not join the partisans and fight your way back to the
Red Army lines?" In fipril, 1943 prcssurc was applicd by the
NKVD on the Motropeiitan of Leningrad, Alexis, to issuc a patriotic eppeal
which was then widely disscminatcd on the North Western sector of the fronts
Here agoin Profcossor Grima might have information about the way this document
was produccd. It contained a large number of quotations demonstrating that
patriotism and war service were not contrary tc the Christian faith and it
“then went on to apoeal for help to the partisans. "Carry on, brethren, in
your meritorious struggle for faith, frecdom and the honour of the motherland.
Men and women, help with all possible mcans the partisans in their fight againdt
the enemy, Jjoin their ranks,show yoursclves to be a people truly devoted to
God and your motherland, rcady to bring the sacred sacrificec of your life to
your faith and love for your cherished homeland and to approximete through
your self-sacrifice the highest degree of saintly love which the Heavenly
Judge himself has defined." (St.John XV,13). The NKVD task was made ecasier
by the Germen treatment of the pupulation in the occupicd arcas and the con-
tempt with which they treated Vlasov and his associatos. From the instructions
given to the spy, Kapustin, it is clear, however, that the Soviets nevor
" grasped the enormity of the German mistake in the usc they could have made of
the Vlasov movement and belicved that much more scope for action wan loft to
him, than was the fact beforo the Himmlcer agrecment of 1944. They oxpected
the Gormans to organise at lcest something on their @m lines with Paulus and
tho Pree Germeny Committce. The most intercsting feature, however, is the
ingtructions given to Kepustin tocounteract Viasov propaganda anong the Vliasov-
controlled groups and tho Propaganda School. Those show far more clearly than
the official leaflets what the NKVD thought of the Vlasov idcology. Kapustin
was supposcd to join Vlasov's propagonda dopartment and vrite anti-Stalinist
/erticles with a lot
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articles with a lot of bla=bla about Judaco=comiunism (tyvically enodgh the
NKVE obviously condidored anti-scmitic propaganda in the Vlasov lincs as a
favom able factor from their point of viowf. At the same time he was to pick
out suitable individunls among the ROA for disruptive work and to these he

was to put over quite a difforent story: +the war had been forcod on Russia

by the Germans who always (over since the times of Alexander Nevsky) coveted
its riches. Tho concontration of Soviet troops on the German fronticr, pre=-
cuding the war, was not the initial stop for carrying out a plan of world
domination by the Soviet Governmond s but & procautionary mcasurc. It had
always boen Russia's aim to got hold of the Black Sea gtralts, but the Germans
intended to invade Turkey and take vogscssion of tho Bosphorus and the Dare
danclles. To provent this, troops had to bu brought to the fronticrg. The
Russian Statc was strong and tho will of +the pcoply had brought about the
fulfilment of the sacrod desircs of the Russian people = opening of churches,
digsolution of the Comintern and tho abolition of Commissars ond political
departments in tho army. Tho war had demonstroted the inconsistency of
Commurism, intornationalism and fedoralisn in Russia, Only the Russien people
roesisted, tho other nations wore botrayers and after the war there waild be
only one single ¥ndivisible Red Russias The Communist Party would be dissolved
aftor the war, kh wsia would bocome a Poople's Republic with a People's Party,
the President would be Andrei indreyevich indreyev who "is in no woy compronised"
(Vlasov was knowm among the troops alsco as Andrci 4indreycvich). War conditions
did not allow the dissolution of collcetive farms, but they would be dissolved
aftor the war, just as tho Comintorn was dissclved. Dofcectors from the ROA to
the Red fiamy would bo well reccived. The Red Army was getting stronger and was
woll helped by tho Lllics with weapons - equipment and food supplics. A1l mige
takes which hud boen mado in tho past would be pub right without the "holp?

of foreign invaders.

If one compares the Kepustin instructions with the Vlasov programme onc
. getbs a clear idca of what thc NKVD thought of the »Hoints of Vlasovls propaganda.

No attempt was mads to counteract it by a revival of commfinist enthusiasme
They knew too well that onco protest had becomo formulated in the winds of
Sovict pooplec, there was no wey of overcoming it by argument. The only mothod
with a prospect of success was to take the wind out of Vlasov's sails by
obviously mendacious propagonda. The principal trump card of this propaganda
wos the existence of a Russian Steto on tho side of the Rod Lry, whereas the
ROA wns roproscntated as an arny without o Stoto s in fact, in the scrvice of
the German States This again confimma Vlasov's political floir for insisting
on congtitutirg his Comittee as a kind of Provisional Russion ~overmont.
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German Mistakes with the Vlasov Movement

Tho Gormans assuacd that they would find a political vacuun in Russia
whore thoy would bo able to cstablish any order as they thought fit. They
did not make dny stetenuont on “heir intontions concerning Russia and the
policy they were going to pursiv there, firstly, bocause they did not think
such a statement necessary; gecondly, becnuse they fearcd thot thoir real
intentions, if divulged, night be successfully exploited by Sovict propagand.
This immediately arouscd suspicion. The people were quite ready to endurc
the hardships uwnavoidable in-time of war and to accept an cxplenation for
GXeoS8es as a pomporary cvil beyond the control of the responsible authoriticse
The bbsence of clearly defincd wor aims, however, soon helped them discover
all the olumunta of the Rosenberg Plan, i.c. dismemberment of the realm s
gubjugation of the population and oven its roduction by the lowerdad stondards
of living, famine and docrcase in the birth roate. An additional sourcc of
the Germans' wpopularity was the widely=advertised troatment of the Russians
o8 "Untermunschen". In spite of the heavy vressure of pelice suporvision the
people of the Soviet Uniom have boon brought up to demand from the administras
tlon certain forms of treatment which do not offend their dignity. No signs
of gorvility arc demanded from ther;  all adulation of persons in high posi-
tions takes the form of organised spontoneous enthusiasm. To show fear by
adopting a servile attitude would amount almost to subversive activity.
Pecople are cortainly beaten up and tortured ot interrogations by the secrot
polics, but this alwoys takes place in private and even mention of it in
the open would be a reason for further police persccution. The Germans
introduced public buatings and the usc of the whip in public places, which
shocked the population to the extrume. The Germans werce thomsclves supe
prised by tho Russian reaction to corporal punishment which they said is con-
sidered a Cishonour and a calamity by people who accopt the death penalty
with astonishing cquanimity. Poople in the Soviut Union aro accustoned to
being asked by the slministration to cooperatc in any measurc undertaken by
tho Governuent; the Sovict pross and radio sparc no effort to explain the
directives of the government and ask for the cooperation of the pooplee The
German attitudo of "do as you arc told and don't arguo" was absolutely intole
orable to the Russions., It coincided in thoir minds with what they had
loamed had beon the adtitude of the squires and capitalists towards the
boople before the revoluticne 4As an exaaplo of the monstrous stupidity of
the Gorman attitude towards the Russians we could toke the order forbidding

. the Ostarbeitor té visit cincmas. Stage and screcn entertaihment for the
workers is onc of the most powerful means uscd by the Sovict rogime to main-
tain the norale of the pooplo. To many it has become a psychological nccog=
sity and the ban on it was cqual to corplete destitution. The samc total
lack of understanding of what was going on in the minds of "liberated
Russions" manifostod itsclf in the attitude of tho Germans towards the Vlesov
novonenmts  The Generals who used Ruasian voluntoer troops urged the resvon-
sible authoritics to make political concossions to the Russisns. For o long
timo this was, however, decmed quito unnceessary.  Why should pconlc who
had beon oppressced by tho NKVD all of a sudden request and even demand
political guarantccs of frcoedom and a better futurc ? Wore they hot satis-
ficd by being liberatod and allowed to toke nart in the strugele against
the Kromlin in the ranks of the victorious German Army?  The Gernons simply
could not wnderstand that the repressced political agpirations, which werc
released ag soon as the controls of the NKVD wero renoved, werc more pewerful
than political claims well-formulated and ssnctioned by a long tradition.
When eonfronted by this attitude of tho Germans » liberated Russioans asked
thomselves in dismay "Is it for this that we have becn suffering so long?"

In tho minds of mny pcople the mwspect of returning to the Sovict regime was
o kind of relapse into the chrysalis, into a state in which, under cover of
an enforced tyrenny, the inner forces of the nation grew and becamo stronger
in oxpectation of genuinc liberation. Under the German regine, when these
inner forcos come omt in tho open, the atmosphere would frecze them to death.
This was cerbainly the mood in which many intellectuals in the occupied terri-
tories, as well as literate workors, finally decided to give their supvort to
the Soviet-organised partisans. This is also the rcason why a Gorman=organised
anti-Communist movement never grew to dimensiéns' which would have made it a
major factor in tho ovents of the last war. To a certain cxtent, the Germen
mistoke can be oxplained by the fact that tho Nazis did not want the coopcration
of the Russians, fearing that it micht, at o lator date, impedc the fulfilment
of thuir ultimnte plans. It romains truc, however, that they woerc mistaken
/in thinking they
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in thinking they could achicvo oven the first stoge of their plan - the
dofeat of the Rod Army end tho Sovieh Unicn = without such cooperations

However questionable tho above conclusichs nay appear to some rcaders,
it should not be difficult to 8gree on one point.e The reactions in the minds
of wide strate of the Soviet population violently withdrawn from the control
of the Communist State should bo carcfully studiced, for such an oxporimont
had never taken place before and will possibly not take place wgain for a
long time. They reveal an astonishing readiness to go over to imacdiate
political action and a groat capacity to discriminate Botwecn sugrested lincs
of political developiient. The problen is whother any development on the sanc
lincs, the lihoration of the political initiantive of the people, the prog-
cence of which the cvents betweon 1941=1945 have denonstratod, can be brought
about by means othor than an invasion of Sovict=held territory: a circumstance
which might not occur for a very long tine or not occur at all. A4 study of
the history and political development of the Sovict poople, who undorwent the
great experiment of being liberatod from tho control of the Comwnist Stato
during the lasgt war » Iight throw sone light on +his questione
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VLASOVTSI and ofher anti-Communist Russians in
the perlod of the German collapse and ThHe
subsequent doclivories TO tho Soviet UnLom.

The event which determined the scope, shape end
dovelopment of the anti-comaunist groups of the new
omlgration was tho way in which thé surrender of the
VLASOV armod formations took place in May, 1945 and the
ensuing efforts of the Sovict Governmont to sccure their
repatrlation as well as that of the Ostarbeiter. .Source
docs not lkmow of any dectcrmincd attompt to ostablish
contact with tho Allics on the part of VLASOV and his
collaborators up to the veory last days of tho war, Coloncl
POZDNYAKOV told Sourcc that in 1943 he met an Englishman

‘ whosc name ho did not know and who was broadcasting in

’ English from Berlin, He got In touch with him and was told

: that messages could be transmittod through him to the
Allics and thus cstablish contact. Ho rcported this to
VLASOV, who told him to go ahcad with thoso ncgotiations on
the uwnderstanding that hc, VLASOV, did not know anything

- about it. POZDNYAKOV claims to have cvidonce that the

British subjoct in quostion is now frec in London and that
he would bc able to substantiate this gtory through this
witnoss. Sourcc did not pross for furthor clarirication os
POZDNYAKOV had said cnough for a chock up cnd bccausc nothing
camc of thosc nogotiatlons. Source also hoard from a
cortaln IEONTIEV in Hamburg, o rather pathctic and scmi-

. dementod individual, who. had boon oditing a Russian papcr
under the Germans in Libava, thot in tho latost stages of
the Kurland campaign, plans worc mado for him to go to
Swedon end try to ccatact the Allics through the intoermecdiary
of BERNLDOTIE, Horo again the deterioration of the
milicary situation proveonted any devcelopmont on those linos,
The man who had been put at the head of tho Forcign Affairs
Dopartmont of the KONR, ZHEREBKOV, was ceortainly not tho
right porson- to make an - approach to the Allics, Tis is
posslbly the very rcason why ho was sponsorcd by the S.S.
for this post, In the lator stageos the VIASOY Divisions
wero no longer controllod by the Germans, skirmishcs with
the 8.8, occurrcd beforc and after the fighting on tho
approachcs to Praguc, and the 2nd Division which had boon
ovacuatod from ienzingon to Southcrn Bohomia was in o state
of disintcgration. S0 no organiscd surrcnder took placc,
Only the air detachment, under MALTSEV, numbcering at that
time somc 7,000 men, surrondcrcd with discipline, owing to
tho action taken by Gonoral ASCHENBRENNER, who was assisted
In his nogotiations with the Amcricans by Profcssor OBERLANDER,
who crossod tho fighting linc soveral timos for this
PULPOSC o The situation was so confuscd thet ot ono
point, so Sourco was told, a group of BUNILCHENKO'!'S Division
(the 1st) which preossed towards Pilson, was belioved to bo
a Rod Army dctachment by tho Amcricans, who protcsted that
thls was an iInfringomont of tho domarca tion linc agroeoment,
Somc of. tho VLASOV dctachments vicre allowed through the
Amerlcan linocs with all their woapons and oquipment and wore
only disarmed at a later datcs Whon askod for guarantocg

/thet
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that thoy would not bc handcd over, VLLSOVIST usually

hoord roassuring statcments thet as prisoncrs of war of

tho fmerican forccs thoy would be undor the protoction

of the U.S.l. Nobody conccrncd scoms to have known for

v. long timo what the spoecifications of thoe Yalta cgrooment
voos with rogard to ropatriation, oxcopt of coursc the

Soviot authorlitics who made a strong, orgenised ¢ffort to

ct as many Sovict citizons as quickly as possible bohind

tho demarcation linc, In the casc of the VLASOV dotachments
proper, thesc spocifications were cloar cnoughs ny

Sovict citizon who had been on the lsb Scptomber, 1939 on
Sovict torritory and hod beon cnrolled in the Gorman forcos
was to be delivercd to the Sovicts., It is surprising

cnough how meny maneged to stay bohind and avoid ropabriation.
This could certainly not have boen done without tho
connivance of somc of tho Allied officers. VLLSOVTISTI filtered
through out of tho camps and often hid as Ostarbeltor with
Gorman pcosants, Othors managed to change thoir identity
and bocome classificd as old omigres, Ukrainlans from

Poland, Polcs, Letvians, Lithuanions or Estonians,

The Gonerals werc finally all handed over, Lut offilcors from
tho ranl: of Coloncl downwards managed to avold ropatriation
in a cosiderablc number of cases. In 1947, whon the dangor
of ropatriation by forcc was ovor, thorc worc somc 40

former VLASOV Coloncls in the kMunich arca alone., Tho
privatecs of tho army woerc, on the whole, reslgnoed to going
baclt to Russia and took it with typical fatalist cquanimltys
aftor 211, they can't shoot us all, wo'll have to stay in
concontration camps, but othors have donc so beforc us®,

and so on, Yot thorce worce ugly sconcs whon the actual hond-
ing ovor took place with sulcidecs, physical rcsistance and
much violonce on many occasiong. The fact that the Allles
complied with the Soviot domond and rcefuscd to accept thoe
principle of protcction of political cxilcs was not altogether
surprising for tho VLLASOVTST. For them it was confirmation
of the thesis sustained by Geemen propaganda that tho fllics
wore subscorvicnt to Stalin, that they proferrcd tho maintone
ance of o communist rogime in Russia to any natimal Russian
Stoto, that all talk about domocracy, the rcstoration of
human dimity, and so on, was purc propaganda. There 1s
cvidonec thot some of the " repatrianted! VLLSOVTSI rccoveroed
froi the stunning offcet of tho collapsc of 1945 after thoy
had boen brought bohind the sovict lincs, and put into

canps thore, In- somc cascs they broke out, roamcd the
forosts, joincd other destitute gangs and somotimes filteorcd
back into Westorn Gormany. Thosc who wore takon to Russia
wore socnt to concontration camps for o long term, (sco
"Borbal 48/49 Ko.16-1),

The casc of Sovict citizens who did not bclong to
tho German armed forccs was moro complicated, The great
majority had gonc to Germony os Ostorboiter.  Some hod boen
deported by forcos nany of them wore in thoir toons,

Others were lured by falsc promiscs, thc most usual boing
¢hat thoy would bo allowed Ho worl: in theirp speceial troadeg
and according to thoir qualifications, Finelly, therc wore
o cortein numbor of pooplc who had loft of thoim own accord,
cithor because they had always wanted to cscape from tho
hated "Sovict paradise™, or bocausc they werce compromiscd
by collaboration with the Gormans, There were also a
certain nunber of old cmigres from LRestern Europc who had

A . /fled
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fled before the advancing Red Aruy. Te majority of the

. Ostarbelter, having sacked the works and provision stores
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in which they were cmployed, moved eastwards for

repatriation immediatcly after liberation. In cvery lorgo
group thoro were a fow comrmunlsts who had beon kecping up

the morale of thosc Osterbeitor with storics that aftor the
victory things in Russia would look quitc diffcront, This
wag vory much on the lincs of KAPUSTIN'S instructions,
proviously nentioncd. VLLSOV propaganda camc late to thesc
pcople who had roccived such treatment from the Gormans thet
collaboratlion, cven on the linos of an indopendont KONR
prograrmc, becanc irpossiblc, They werce caught up In the
roear of tho advancing Red Army and werc gencrally closely
invostige ted, The ablobodlced werc cnrolled in tho Red

Army, whoro they usually served in spocial dotachmonts with
particularly strict discigino, The later Ostarbelter
started on their journoy castwards, the bettor oncs boing
uscd to Inform on the rcst,. Rumours which sprcad with grecat
rapldlty porcolated through about the rceception such pcople
found at home and furthor ropatriation of wavercrs bocare morc
and morc difficult, But Sovict repatrintion commisslons
applied strong prossuroc. Thoy used every possible means,
beginning with adulation and promiscs and finishing with opon
throats of porsccution of thelr families and the ultimete
threat:s M"romembor the carth is round, wo shall got at voul,
The policy of UNRRL, which was rcsponsiblc for thoe
administration of the camps, and of thoe Allicd aushoritics
does not scom to have bocn consistont in all cascs.

Sourcc has somo writton matcrial on the doliverics in various
carps which would nced closcr study; but at Icast in onc
casc which took place In the D.P., camp Kempton on 12th
Lugust, 1945 most rovolting sconcs must have tokon placo.,
Pcoplec, who by hook or by crock, had boon rcglsteorod as

mew cmigres®, took rofuge in the church and woro dragsed out
by fmorican soldicrs for dolivery to the Sovicts. Grosg
nistakcs had boon made in identification, soruc of which werc
gt1ll thrashed out on the sidings bcfore the train loft,
Other cascs where thoro soom to have beon oXcosscs happcecned
in Plattling, Dachau, Bad Eilbling and clscwhoro. Tho
situation was not much diffecront in the British Zonoc.

Sourco knows for cortain of o case w hero o man who sorved
as o Russian voluntcer in Kurland protested that he had

never boon o Sovict eltizen, that he was born in Praguc and
wag a naturalised Estonien. Yot he was put on a lorry with
other Russlans to bc handed ovor, Whon the lorry slowed
down, they all jumped off and flod. There was some shooting
end 11 out of 40 men wore hit, The attitude of the Sovicet
ropatrlation commlssions wags Udeliver thom and got it ovor,
Wo willl find out who those people arc and will troat them
according to their moritst®,

Tho proccss of rcepatriaticon dragred on until about
the middle of 1946, Genorel MEANDROV could st1ll writc
messages from the concontration camp in Plattling, whero ho
was Internad, hoping agrinst hope for political intorvention
on his bohalf and on bchalfl of his nicn. These mossngcs are
widely known among those concorned and scrve as an indic tment
against the L1lics in tho cycs of a groat majorlty of these
pecoplc., The next shock camc in August, 1946 when the short

/announcemnont
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announcenent In the Soviet press on the hanging of VLSOV
and the other Generals became lmowm (see "Igzvestial 2nd
Lugust 1946), The political failurc of the novement and
tho tragie end of 1ts loaders did not affect the allecplance
of those supportors of VLASOV who roraincd in the VWest;

but 1t affcctod tho moveriont as o wholc, which was in o sonso
bchoaded. It is, however, ftypical thet any Russicon politic-
lan, who intinds to win over the remains oi tho VLLSOV
Moverent, is bound to start with a tributc to his rcnory

and to claim to bo VILSOV'!'S succcssor. This applics to the
Monarchists, such as CHUKENOV and GLLZENLPP, as wcll as to
staunch denocrats such os NIKOLAEVSKY and GUL. Sourcc has
nover heard a version of the moverent which ciplains 1t as:
"Goneral VLASOV sacrificcd us to his ambition by sclling us
to the Gormanst, This circuastonce is imprecgsive to any-
body who knows tho viavering charactecr of Russian political
allegiances, Officinl deliverics of D,P.s to the Sovicts
stopped in the autwm of 1946(2, . Nevortheless, Sovict
ropatriation counissions wemzincd active and mainteincd their
brosgurc on the Lllicd authoritics, i trickle continuéd

to flow castwards and at the same tinoe the now cmigration
ranks were incroascd by a fow who nanaged to cscape from the
assembly contros and through now defoctors fron the Soviet
occupation forces, It socns that there is a cortain type
of Sovict tramp for whon the Iron Curtain docs not prosent
any wnsurncuntable difficultics, These pooplo, who have

no valid docunents, do not usc the roads. Sourcc has scon
o shorthand roport of tho story teold by one such tramp, with
the idiom preosorved, in which he roeports hils wanderings in
the Soviet Zono in 1945/46., Ho had boon arros tod by
various Sovict authoritics four or flve times, intcrned,
boaton up and intorrogated, A fov days later he was agnin
trarping through tho woods of Boherila, Lustria and Hunngary.
Thosc pcooplc  arc the ficld pest of the D.Ps. Kidnapping

of particularly desirablc now crilgres, who nanaged to ovade
ropatriation, went on in Germany, Lustric, Italy and France
far into 1947. It would not surpriso anybody vory nuch
oven LI they occurrcd now. .

Onc of the indirocct conscquences of the"handing ovor
period", as the tirmc botwoon Moy 1945 and about the ond of
1946 is known, was the officinl denationalisation of nany
Rugslons in verlous D.P. CONPS e Whoover could manage to
do so, tricd to bocore a native of cno of the VWestern fronticr
districts of the Sovict Union. Docunients were forged on
a large scalc, partly as a lucrativo Incus try, portly for
hunanitarian motives, L porson who produccd such documonts
in great quantitics prided himsclf to Sourcc on his
toechnique and quoted, as a high cxanmplc of human brotherhood,
the casc of a Gorman printer who rofused to accopt nmoney
for tho ferms he was printing for forgerics. e Ukrainian
camps, which accoptod Russions with falsc Ukrainian
ldontitics, roquired from thon political “Gloichschaltung".
Pooplo worc boaton up for spoaking Russian or falling out
with thoe goneral linc of chauvinist entl-Russian propaganda.
The strugslce for political loadership in the camps rust hove
boen carricd out by methods similap to thuse in the wila
West of fmerica a contury ago. Human 1lifc continucd o
mattor very littlc until 1947 in this milicu,

/Gradually

e
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Gradually things settled down. The camps vecame more
homogenous in thelr nafional and political outlook, cultural
activities started, church life was organised, schools opened
and a new intelligoentsla emerged. More and more pcople mado
themselves independent and settled down in bombed-out houscs,
tho Bacchanalla of thc black-markct gave way to moro normal
moans of scouring a living and the necd for polltical organisa-
tion and re-oricntation bocamc urgont. sourco's invcstigations
were mainly confincd to Bavaria wherc the polltical 1ifc of
the new Russian omlgration was concontrated. He knows llttle
as yot of the dovolopments in the British Zone where tho
organlsation of thce camp in Fischbeck, ncar Harburg, woes
charac terigtic. Most of tho discussions and attcmpts to
rc-organisc political 1lifc woro concentrated In Hunilch.
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CONCLUSIONS. i . et
Ae The outstanding featurce in the bohavour of those Sovict citvizens,

who werc reloasud from control of the Soviut rogime by the course of evonts
during the last war, was the swift chonge in thotr attituds to the Sovict
regine ond the emerpunce of o dosirc to cutablich a new order of things in
Russic. Men who behavod loyally to the regime all through their lives and

who fourht honegtly in the rankg of the Red Arayy turncd robidly snti-Stalinist,
anti-Commmist and anti-Sovict in a matesr of o fuw wecks, in spite of the
hatred, distrust, contempt and ropulsion thoy folt towards the invadcrs

("I fought honostly in tho Rod Army" is a standard featurc in the statements
of Vlasovtei)e The mentality of the average Sovict citisun, and in particular
of thesc who take an active part in the administroative, milibary ond industrial
machine of the country, is like a phote nlate on which the anti-comunist
atiitude is already ropisterod but nocds only the application of o doveloper
to bocome monifest. The withdrawel of the ferr of the seerct police wnd froo
discussion of their roal ~gpirations is the only developer which is nccdode
This change of heart wns #o goneral and offectud poople of such diffcrent
standing and personal careurs, thot it must be rootcd in sanc widce=gpread
attitudo of the Sovict population which ronnins concealed even from a come
petent chgerver, becauge Soviet conditions provens its articulate voerbal
cxpression. Nor can it be explained by the temptation of prisoncrs to save
theivr Llives in the inhuman corditions of the German POW cnmpse

The mapnitude and the exeoptional choarcceter of this phoenorcnon con
be fully avpreciated vhon taken ageirst the background of Russion history.
In the nrevious wars we know nothing of such defuntism as hnz beun obscrved
in the last wor and wo should have to o back to the sixteenth cemtury and
Prince Kurbsky to £find ~ phenonaenon parellel to Viesov.

Soviut people who have buen frocd from contral of the scerct police
find themsclves passionetcly inturested in the destiny of their country
and dominated by the desire for political activity. Thulr repressed rcactions
remain, howover, inarticulate and thoy vasily borrow political ideas from the
first source they moct, considering it to be the nearcost apohroximation to
what "thoy really always folt".

2 tho Gormans wore quick to undurstend the valuc of Soviet peoplc

in whon the anti~commmist ruaction had heon awnkonud as tho bost ncdium

for producing and tronsmitting propagonda to the Red irmy. They m-de wide .
use of tho Vlasov propagandists mnd obtained oxccllent results. Even in the
latest phases of tho war thosc peoplc mannged to attract defoctors. No such
mechardism for attracting defectors is working at prosont. This might well
explain why the source of Jefoctors dried up as soon oo the windfall causcd

by the disorganiscd conditions among tho Sovict occupation forcus in Germany
and the demobilisation of Soviet troops, had ceasuds Sovict people will not
casily defuet in order to bocome an inotruacnt in the hands of a foreign power,
the political intentions of which are alien to them end arc Jlookcd upon with
the groatest suspicion. From what haopened in the last war, howsver, we can
gafoly conclude thot some: night dofoct in order to join a Russian anti-
counmist force in the activitics of which they can toake port and the Holicy
of which thoy can influcncce Source bolicves that SBONR, which rcflcets more
than other cmigre organisations the montality of the Sovict people, would be
particularly suitcd do issuc appeals to join then in their anti=comunist
work, provided they could give the guarantce that this work is carricd out
"indonondently of any foreign impericlism". SBONR could also cagily establish
a rcecoption and me=cducation centre for thoese people.

3 The Germeng deprived themsolves of the suphort of a popular mass
movement in Russia which would surely hove boun fortheoning in the initial
stages of the war by:

a) pursuing an occupation policy which shocked the Sovict ncople by
its advertised, wanton and ruthless cruclty;

b) by kecping their Russion war aims dark and thus opening tho door
for the worst suspicions. The sooncr authoritative stateucnts are
mado, which would juarantuc the peoples of Russia their right to
arrange their own offairs on democratic principles -nd would allay
tho guspicion that tho downfall of the Sovict sovermment will be

s Vg e L s sCcQ stabli 2l
/ :3},{;!?[\,,, ;o !\OL U S OFF!\.S‘ /uscd to ostablish o
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. used to cstablish a regime of political exploitation, tho
groater will bo the offcct of anti-comamist propaganda and the
-gtronger tho mass support for the Western causc in the event
of war.

It must be remembercd that systumatic Sovict »ropagenda follovied by

Goerman propaganda, supported furthormore by the unhaopy ovents doaling

with the rcepatriation of Vliasov troops and unwilling Ostarbeiter, have had
a cumulative offect ond have produced powerful anti=British vrejudices among:
these peoplogwhich will have to bo dispelled if their ;oodwill and collom
boration is to be won. "

Lo Owing to the delivery of the Generals to the Sovict Govermment

the whole movement has lost its leadcrship » which is coven nore important
tham tho decination of its ronk mnd filc. 4 furthicr Gisintegrating factor
has been the clumsy handling of thesc groups by the fmericans. The influchce
of old emigre politicians, vspccially of +those connceted with tho NTS
(Solidorist movement), has hardly boen a positive factor in preserving those
qualitics of former Soviet people which make thom precious in cstablishing
contacts and transmitting pmvaganda to the Sovict sido. Nevertheless, there
are certain number of people left who have not lnast their désire to fight,
who have not succumbed to the political ideas of the old cnigration, whother
uonarchist, socialist or soliderist, snd who have naintained their cchesion
in spite of splitting into small groups. The wish has often been cxpressed
to unite and concontrate all emigre cfforts in the anti-comiunist strugsice
This, sourcc belicves, is not a noccssary pro-roquisitc of success. Bach
of the groups into which the new cnigration splits, or which they Jjoin, can
play its part and appeal to potential guphorters inside the Sovicet Union.
Their mutual relations will be finally deternined b thci weight they will
carry with *Wl@gﬁ.du Russpam~opd ﬁiﬁno@ﬁ%ﬂi@g‘_ prejudiced by
agroencn 3’ olitical %nggining ak 1 RN, G
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